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The Evergreen State College
GPA Distribution among First-Time, First-Year Students at Washington's Public Baccalaureate Institutions

3.50 to 4.00 3.00 to 3.49 2.50 to 2.99 2.00 to 2.49 < 2.00
Between

2.50 and 3.49

TESC 20% 35% 26% 19% 0% 61%
CWU 25% 37% 33% 5% 0% 70%
EWU 32% 35% 25% 8% 0% 60%
WSU 41% 45% 13% 1% 0% 58%
WWU 48% 42% 10% 0% 0% 52%
UW 91% 8% 1% 0% 0% 9%

Evergreen's First‐Time, First‐Year (FTFY) students historically have the lowest mean GPA of students entering Washington's six Public Baccalaureate Institutions (PBIs). 

Analysis of the distribution of GPAs across ranges revealed that in fall 2016 Evergreen had the lowest percentage of incoming students with a GPA between 3.50 and 

4.00 and the highest percentage of students with GPAs between 2.00 and 2.49. However, the percentage of entering students with GPAs in the middle categories (3.00 

to 3.49 and 2.50 to 2.99) were notably similar among FTFYs at Evergreen, Central Washington University, and Eastern Washington University. And, with the exception 

of the University of Washington, over half of incoming first year students in the state had GPAs within these middle ranges.
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SAT/ACT Comparison for Washington's Public Baccalaureate Institutions
First-Time, First-Year Students Entering Fall 2009 - Fall 2016

SAT
Verbal

25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75%

TESC 500 640 510 640 510 640 510 640 500 630 460 630 490 630 480 620
UW 530 650 520 650 510 650 520 650 520 650 530 650 540 660 540 660

WSU 480 590 480 580 470 580 460 570 450 570 450 560 450 570 460 580
CWU 440 550 440 550 440 550 440 550 430 550 430 540 430 540 440 540
EWU 420 530 420 540 420 530 420 540 430 540 420 530 420 530 420 540
WWU 500 620 500 620 500 620 510 620 490 620 500 610 500 620 500 620
Approx. 
TESC 
Rank

SAT
Math

25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75%

TESC 460 590 460 590 460 580 460 590 450 580 420 570 450 560 440 560
UW 570 680 570 690 570 700 580 700 580 710 580 700 580 710 580 710

WSU 490 610 500 610 480 600 470 600 460 580 460 570 460 580 470 585
CWU 440 550 450 550 450 560 450 560 440 550 440 540 440 540 440 550
EWU 430 540 430 540 440 540 430 550 440 550 430 540 430 540 430 550
WWU 510 610 510 610 500 610 510 610 500 600 500 600 500 600 490 600
Approx. 
TESC 
Rank

SAT
Writing

25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75%

TESC 480 600 480 590 470 610 470 600 460 590 440 580 460 590 440 570
UW 530 640 520 640 520 640 530 640 530 640 520 640 530 650 540 660

WSU 460 570 470 570 460 560 450 550 440 550 430 550 440 550 440 550
CWU 420 520 430 530 430 530 420 530 420 520 410 510 420 520 410 520
EWU 410 520 410 520 410 520 410 520 420 520 400 510 400 510 410 520
WWU 490 590 490 590 490 600 480 600 480 590 470 580 470 580 470 590
Approx. 
TESC 
Rank

ACT
Comp

25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75% 25% 75%

TESC 20 26 21 27 21 26 21 27 20 27 19 26 20 26 20 26
UW 24 30 24 30 24 30 24 30 25 30 25 31 26 31 26 32

WSU 21 26 21 26 20 26 20 25 19 25 19 25 20 26 20 26
CWU 18 23 18 24 18 24 18 24 18 23 18 24 18 24 18 24
EWU 17 23 18 23 18 24 18 23 18 23 17 23 17 23 18 23
WWU 21 27 22 27 22 27 22 28 22 28 22 27 22 27 23 28
Approx. 
TESC 
Rank

The following is a comparison of SAT and ACT scores for first-time, first-year students entering Washington's six 
Public Baccalaureate Institutions between fall quarter 2009 and fall quarter 2016. Data are from the Princeton 
Review. Princeton publishes the middle 50% of test scores (25th to 75th percentiles) rather than average scores, 
therefore it is not possible to definitively rank the institutions. An approximate TESC ranking was calculated using 
the midpoint of the middle 50th percentile and is provided under each test category for comparison.

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

2nd 2nd 2nd 2nd 2nd 3rd

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

4th 4th 4th 4th 4th 4th

4th 3rd 3rd 3rd 3rd 3rd

2nd (tied) 3rd

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016

2nd (tied) 3rd 3rd 3rd 3rd 3rd

3rd (tied) 3rd (tied)

4th 4th

2nd (tied) 3rd
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The Evergreen State College
Mean GPA of First-Time, First-Year Students at Washington's Public Baccalaureate Institutions

Note: Vertical axis does not start at zero. Scale is set from 2.5 to 4.0 to enhance visibility of GPA fluctuations.

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016
TESC 3.06 3.05 3.01 3.08 3.08 3.02 3.01 2.95 3.04 3.02
UW 3.69 3.72 3.72 3.72 3.75 3.75 3.75 3.76 3.78 3.78
WWU 3.50 3.50 3.50 3.48 3.46 3.45 3.42 3.43 3.43 3.41
WSU 3.42 3.48 3.42 3.44 3.35 3.30 3.29 3.29 3.32 3.40
EWU 3.30 3.18 3.18 3.17 3.25 3.22 3.24 3.23 3.21 3.19
CWU 3.20 3.15 3.20 3.15 3.20 3.20 3.20 3.20 3.20 3.16
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