
June Northcroft Grant will be our 
next guest Maori artist in residence 
for 2008 at the Longhouse. June 
is a senior artist from Aotearoa 
(New Zealand) who is also Maori, 
renowned for her painting as well 
as her work in cultural preservation 
for Maori people. 

She has exhibited her work in 
Germany, Great Britain, Canada, 
the US and all throughout the 
North and South islands of New 
Zealand.

While at Evergreen, June will work 
on a body of work of her own, 
and she also plans to engage with 
classes at Evergreen on art history, 
Maori art and Maori art history. 
The Longhouse plans on hosting 
a painting workshop for Native 
artists with June. She will also visit 
with Native communities to talk 
about her work, and create artwork 
with community artists. 

We are pleased to host such a 
fabulous artist and person.

“Probably the biggest factor in 
my decision to continue painting 
and making artworks is my 
sense of responsibility to my 
tribe, both to my ancestors and 
their art providing much of my 

Toi Sgwigwialtxw Offers 
Third Residency

inspiration, and to the 
future generations, my 
children and grandchildren 
for whom I continue the art 
tradition.  All that I value in 
art terms is encompassed in 
the art forms manifest in the 
wharenui (meeting house), 
the whakairo (carvings), 
the turapa (woven panels) 
the raranga (weaving) and 
the kowhaiwhai (painted 
panels).  I feel fortunate to 
be living and working in 
my own tribal area.  My 
references and resources are 
right on my doorstep, not to 
mention the advantages of 
wise counsel and encouragement of 
my Kaumatua and Kuia.”

  She is a descendant of Makereti 
Papakura, a well known guide of 
Whakarewarewa Village where 
thousands of tourists, in days gone 
by, were escorted through the 
wondrous scenic attraction of the 
area.  Makereti has had a strong 
infl uence on June’s life and work.

In 1989 June graduated from 
Waiariki Polytechnic with a 
Diploma in Craft Design Maori.  
She has a working knowledge of 
several art disciplines, printmaking, 
painting, weaving, bone carving, 

carving and ceramics.  In her fi nal 
two years June majored in paint 
and fi bre, culminating in a series 
of work based on the wharenui 
(meeting houses) in her tribal 
village, Whakarewarewa.

June and a fellow graduate 
established in 1991 Pohutu 
Prints which produces a totally 
original range of tee-shirts 
that are designed, printed and 
wholesaled and sold direct from 
her workshop on the periphery of 
Whakarewarewa Village.
Toi Sgwigwialtxw is a partnership 
between the Evergreen Longhouse 
and Te Waka Toi/Creative New 
Zealand.
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Kaitiaki Guardian I  Acrylic on canvas   12” x 12”
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

As our tamoriki (children) grow into adulthood, we, as 
parents, place blessings on them to ensure their safety 
into the adult world. This painting conjures images of our 
guardians in the spirit world manifesting through family 
totems, in this case the owl to guide our granddaughter into 
the right pathways is life.    Courtesy of Spirit Wrestler Gallery



Traditional teachings range far broader 
and deeper than any of us ever suspect.  
When a person decides to weave their 
own cedar bark regalia they are in for a 
life time of learning!   

National Native Master 
Artist Initiative Grant 
Program

The recent Cedar Bark Regalia 
grant award to Suquamish 
has triggered more interest in 
traditional weaving, resulting 
in more cedar vests, skirts and 

capes, and even the annual ‘fi ll-
in’ on an existing cape and skirt.  
We have a young Suquamish 
descendant going to China this 
Spring through a student exchange 

program and wants 
her presentation 
to be about her 
tribe and cedar 
regalia.  An adult 
who gathered for 
her fi rst time last 
Spring is learning 
more about her 
ancestors through 
this connection 
with cedar.

 Once the mystery is removed 
from the cedar bark gathering 
and weaving techniques, people 
understand that this is exactly 
what their ancestors did with the 
dried cedar, and this is what their 
relatives heard as the cedar bark 
leaves the tree and this is the very 
same cedar aroma their great-
great-great grandmother inhaled 
- they begin to enjoy it all.  That 
connection is not from a history 
book or photograph, it is immediate 
and real.  

Marjorie Lawrence (Tulalip)

Above: Peg Deam, 
(Suquamish) 

(left to right) 
Nic Armstrong, 
(Suquamish) and Kate 
Ahvakana (Suquamish)

Right: 
Dale Ahvakana, 

(Suquamish)

Peg Deam, (Suquamish) 



National Native Creative Development Grant Program

-

Melissa Bob - 
Generations Rising is a 
day long event focused 
on Native youth up to 
the age of 21. It will 
be held on March 1, 
2008 at the Longhouse 
Education and Cultural 
Center from 11:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m.  Native 
youth are encouraged 
to bring a piece of 
their artwork to put 
on display in an art 
exhibit.  In addition to 
a story telling session 
with Pauline Hillaire 
(Lummi) and Johnny 
Moses, there will be arts 
and crafts workshops, 
dinner and an awards 
ceremony. Generations Rising 
is sponsored by the Hazel Pete 

I just wanted 
to thank the 
Longhouse 
and the Ford 
Foundation for 
the recent grant to do 
an art project.  As en emerging 
artist, the grant has provided 
me with carving tools and an 
opportunity to carve my fi rst major 
art piece and give me a chance to 
work with artists who work in this 
fi eld.  As I have worked with art, 

both contemporary and traditional, 
I never thought I would be 

working on such an 
important piece as this is 

to myself and my family.  
My project, “an Honoring 

Fatherhood Figure” is  a 9’ 
project that will represent what 

it is to be a father and will tell the 
responsibilities of being a father 
and what it means to myself and 
my family.  It is a gentle reminder 
that fatherhood is more than 

fathering children.  It tells the story 
of our cultural responsibilities and 
respective roles.  

The carving tools have provided 
me new skills and opportunities 
that I’ve only dreamed of and never 
thought possible.  I look forward to 
the future and what I will be able 
to accomplish as an artist. I lift my 
hands to the Longhouse staff for all 
they do for the tribal communities 
and individuals such as myself.   
        Thank you.  Dale Clark

Native Youth in focus

Institute and Longhouse Education 
and Cultural Center.

GENERATIONS RISING
The Master of Public 
Administration Program-Tribal 
Governance is now in the process 
of fi lling its incoming class for fall 
of 2008.  The college accepts 30 
students every other year to study 
in this unique program specializing 
in contemporary tribal governance 
subject areas.  No other college 
or university in the U.S. currently 
offers such an advanced degree.

In the late 1990s, Northwest tribal 
leaders approached Evergreen’s 
MPA Program with a vision to 
combine broad principles of 
public administration with the 
specialized knowledge necessary 
to work in tribal governance and 
in public and non-profi t agencies 
that work closely with tribes.  In 
2002, Evergreen admitted its fi rst 
cohort and has graduated about 
17 students each year.  For more 
information about the program or 
the admissions process, please see 
the web site at evergreen.edu/mpa.

MPA -Tribal 
Governance 
Enrollment Open

Caiman and Leilani (Skokomish)



Please note: due to 
increased demand for 
vendor space the date 
to apply to be a vendor 
for the Longhouse’s 
Super Saturday Native 
Arts Fair will be 
April 25, 2008.  After 
the Longhouse staff 
reviews and selects 
the vendors for this 
year’s Super Saturday market, 
artists will have until May 15, 
2008 to reserve their booth space 

Super Saturday 
Native 
Arts 
Fair

Name  _____________________________  Tribe  _________________  Enrollment #  __________

Address  ___________________________________________  E-mail  ______________________

               ___________________________________________  Phone  ______________________

Super  Saturday  NATIVE ARTS FAIR
June 14, 2008
10 AM - 6 PM

VENDOR REGISTRATION

Booth fees are $40.00
Direct any inquiries to: (360) 867-6718    Fax:  (360) 867-6699    Email:  longhouse@evergreen.edu

www.evergreen.edu/longhouse

Washington Elders Honored by Governor
Pete Peterson, Sr, (Skokomish) 
and Elaine Grinnell (Jamestown 
S’Klallam) were honored on 
January 
24th, 2008 as 
recipients of 
the Governor’s 
Heritage 
awards.  It is 
wonderful to 
see their many 
talents and 
contributions 

by providing payment in the 
amount of $40.  There will be a 
vendor waiting list if the number 

of vendors exceeds capacity. You 
will be notifi ed in writing if you 
are selected as a vendor.  thanks!

Pete Peterson, Sr, (Skokomish)
Elaine Grinnell (Jamestown S’Klallam)

acknowledged in this way; 
our elders lift all of us up! 
Congratulations!! 



As the Carvers Gathering came to a close, our guest from New Zealand, 
Takirirangi Smith took the Waka out on the Hood Canal with local 
Skokomish and Squaxin Islands tribal members.

Kala Willis 
presented the 
Longhouse with 
a Pahu’o mano 
(Hawaiian drum) 
during the 3rd 
Northwest Native 
Wood Carvers 
Gathering in 
October 2007. 

“The importance of these gatherings for our people is the reaffi rmation 
of the values that connect us and the sharing of  understandings that 
provide benefi ts for everybody, including the wider communities to 

which each individual belongs.”            --Takirirangi Smith

In the spring of 2007 Takirirangi 
Smith (Maori) spent the Spring 
Quarter at the Evergreen 
Longhouse. During that time 
he worked with John Smith 
(Skokomish), Meleno Lovato 
(Apache/Navajo) and others 
to carve the fi rst Maori canoe, 
or waka, in North America.  
Takirirangi returned to the 
Longhouse in October 2007 
to participate in the Third 
Gathering of Northwest Native 
Woodcarvers.  He and artists 
Kala Willis (Kanaka Maoli) 
and Dempsey Bob (Tahltan/
Tlingit) discussed the benefi ts of 
international indigenous cultural 
exchanges.

Carver’s Gathering Concludes on Canal



In the Spirit Northwest Native 
Arts Festival will take place on 
June 28 and June 29, 2008 at the 
Washington State History Museum 
in Tacoma Washington. The 2008 
festival marks the 3rd year for the 
partnership between the Longhouse 
and the Washington State Historical 
Society to sponsor the festival.

The festival will include an art 
show, Native arts market, and will 
feature the area’s canoe families, 
singers and dancers. The Festival 
also includes a collector’s seminar 
featuring Native artists and Native 
art collectors. Voted as the favorite 
annual event by Tacoma residents, 
In the Spirit represents the only 
regional Native art market currently 
scheduled in the Northwest.

The art show has featured a wide 
range of work by Native artists 

in many different media. Any 
Native artist working in a visual 
art medium is encouraged to 
consider applying to be in the art 
show. In addition to cash prizes for 
Best of Show, second, and third 
place, there is also a cash prize for 
People’s Choice and a museum 
purchase prize whereby the History 
Museum will purchase work in the 
show for its permanent collection.  
This year participating artists will 
have a chance to honor two of their 
peers by selecting an “Honoring 
Innovation” and “Honoring the 
Ancestors” award winners. The 
Washington State History Museum 
hosts a substantial number of 
visitors and the annual In the Spirit 
art exhibition is one of the more 
popular exhibits.

The outdoor market features the 
work of the area’s best Native 

artists and has attracted Native 
artists from around the country. The 
market festival is over the course 
of two days, June 28, 2008 from 
10:00 AM to 5:00 PM and June 29, 
2008 from noon until 5:00 PM.
 
Artists interested in participating 
in the art show should contact the 
Longhouse at (360) 867-6413 or 
www.evergreen.edu/longhouse. 
Those interested in being 
considered for the market should 
contact the State History Museum 
at (253) 586-0169.

In The Spirit Northwest Native Arts Festival
June 28th/29th, 2008

Liz Lucei (Yakama)



In the SpiritIn the Spirit
Northwest Native Arts Market & FestivalNorthwest Native Arts Market & Festival

Vendor Application
June 28 & 29, 2008

Name  ____________________________________________________________________
Address  __________________________________________________________________
City  ___________________________  State  _____________________Zip____________
Email  _____________________________  Telephone/cellphone  ____________________
Tribe  ________________________________  Enrollment#  ________________________
Or – Tribal Center telephone number________________________
To be juried in as an In the Spirit art vendor, it is required that the vendors are Native artists 
selling original art works, or hand crafted items. Proof of enrollment is required. Please include 
a copy of your tribal ID card, letter from your tribe or CIB from the BIA.

Work samples required for fi rst time art vendors. 

Work Sample:
Image Title 1  ______________________________________________________________

Description  _______________________________________________________________

Image Title 2  ______________________________________________________________

Description  _______________________________________________________________

Note: Images can be sent electronically in a JPG format to mparr@wash.wa.gov or submitted 
on CD-ROM

HOW TO SUBMIT
Send application to:
Melissa Parr
State Capital Museum & Outreach Center
211 SW 21st Avenue
Olympia, WA 98501
(360) 586-0169
mparr@wshs.wa.gov

Applications are due March 21, 2008. Artists will be notifi ed April 19, 2008 about their 
placement in the market.  Booth fee is $150.00. Payment will secure your spot in the market 
and will be due by May 15, 2008.  On May 16, 2008 unreserved booths will be made available 
to alternative artists.N
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Education & Cultural Center
The Evergreen State College

Tina Kuckkahn (Ojibwe)
Director

Laura Grabhorn (Tlingit/Haida)
Assistant Director

Bonnie Graft 
(Muckleshoot/Skokomish) 

and
Melissa Bob (Lummi) 
Program Assistants

Longhouse Logo Design
Diane Devlin (Chehalis)

Direct any inquiries to:
(360) 867-6718

Fax (360) 867-6699
Email: longhouse@evergreen.edu
www.evergreen.edu/longhouse/
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Upcoming Events

MISSION
       As a public service center of The Evergreen State College, the Longhouse exists to provide service and 
hospitality to students, the college and the surrounding Native communities.  With a design based in the 
Northwest Indigenous Nations’ philosophy of hospitality, its primary functions are to provide classroom 
space and host  cultural ceremonies, conferences, performances, art exhibits and community events.
     The primary work of the Longhouse as a public service center is the administration of the Native 
Economic Development Arts Program (NEDAP).  The mission of the NEDAP is to promote education, 
cultural preservation and economic development for Native American artists residing in the Northwest.

Generations Rising
 March 1, 2008  TESC Longhouse
 11 am - 6 pm

Super Saturday Native Arts Fair
 June 14, 2008  TESC Longhouse
 10 am - 6 pm

In the Spirit Juried Native Art Exhibition 
 June 19 - 29, 2008 Washington State History Museum

In the Spirit Northwest Native Arts Festival
 June 28 - 29, 2008   Washington State History Museum
 Saturday: 10-5 pm and Sunday: 12-5 pm


