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Native Creative Development Program

The second annual Native Creative 
Development Grant program cycle 
is here. Native artists seeking 
funding to take their work to the 
next level are encouraged to 
apply for grants up to $2,000.  
The focus of the grant program 
is professional development for 

Artists are asked to submit up to 6 
images in JPEG format or on slides 
along with their applications.  

 The Native Creative Development 
program is a joint effort between 
the Longhouse and Artist Trust of 
Washington with funding from the 
Tulalip Tribes, Fund for Folk Culture 
and the Ford Foundation. Artists 
who participate in the program are 
also eligible to participate in Artist 
Trust Edge program, an intensive 
workshop focusing on professional 
development for artists.

 In 2005, thirty-five artists applied and 
six awards were made to Ho-wan-ut 
Peterson, Meleno Lovato, Shirod 
Younker, Melissa Streun, Sandy 
Osawa and Lou Ann Squally.

individual artists, such as 
professional photography 
of your work, taking a class, 
attending a workshop, etc.  
We will also be sending 
out a call for applications 
for our Artist in Residence 
program (where master 
Native artists teach other 
Native artists) in the Spring.  
Applications are available 
from the Longhouse either 

by mail or on the webpage www.
evergreen.edu\longhouse. Call 
(360) 867-6718 to request an 
application to be mailed or emailed 
to you.

Applications will be due at the 
Longhouse by November 3, 2006.  

Longhouse Fall  Community Dinner

A Celebration of  Native Arts 

On October 28, 2006, the Longhouse will host a community 
dinner featuring Native foods. The event is informal and a 
family event.  There is no cost.

The Longhouse will premiere “Lighting the Path”, a documentary 
produced by Upstream Productions, which will highlight the artist 
residencies funded by the Ford Foundation, including:  the late Bruce 
Miller/Michael Pavel (Soul Recovery installation), Lillian Pitt/Jim Jackson 
(Clay Works), Larry McNeil (Digital Imaging), Melanie Yazzie (Relief 
Printmaking), Preston Singletary (Blown and Etched Glass)  and Susan 
Point/Andrea Wilbur-Sigo (Salish Carving).  

We will also be honoring the 2005 recipients of the Native Creative 
Development Program awards (see above) and will dedicate new 
Longhouse art work by Nytom (Makah). 
 

   The dinner will be served at 5:00 PM

   The documentary will be shown at 7:00 PM

Artists are 
asked to 

submit up 
to 6 images 

on a CD 
in JPEG 

format or on 
slides along 

with their 
applications.



In 2005, the Longhouse met with Te Waka Toi/Creative 
New Zealand to discuss implementing a 
three year Maori artist in residence program 
at The Evergreen State College.

It was an excellent partnering of resources 
between Te Waka Toi/Creative New Zealand 
(CNZ) and the Evergreen Longhouse. 
The pre-residency visit by Elizabeth Ellis, 
Sandy Adsett and Muriwai Ihakara helped 
establish a foundation of friendship, trust 
and candor in our communications, which 
was extremely helpful.  

Christina (Tina) Hurihia Wirihana was 
the first Maori artist to take part in the 
Longhouse’s 12-week residency, designed 
to build better relationships and artistic 
and cultural sharing among Pacific Rim 
indigenous peoples .

Tina lectured in five academic programs, 
and conducted workshops at the Squaxin 
Island, Makah, and Nisqually Tribes.  

In addition to leading numerous workshops and seminars, 
Tina also created enough artwork to fill Gallery IV in the 
Evergreen Galleries.  The opening of the exhibition was an 
opportunity to showcase her visionary artistic talent, and it 
also provided a venue for the community to gather and bid 
her farewell.  The exhibition featured twenty-one pieces, 
including ketes, maros, a cloak, acrylic rod pieces, glass 
rod pieces, a collaborative sculpture and five prints.  The 
event was well attended and paid fitting tribute 
to her time in residence with us.

This was the first time for the Longhouse to have a twelve 
week residency with an international artist. 
I think the most important factor in determining the 

success of this first residency was Tina’s attitude.  She 
was always positive, insightful and strategic in 
her thinking.  Tina radiates goodwill and can 
work well with a wide range of diverse types of 
people.  

She set an extraordinarily high standard in 
terms of her artistry and, equally important, her 
professionalism as a guest in our community.  

Artists in the tribal communities are now 
applying weaving techniques with their own 
indigenous materials.  They are having great fun 
experimenting 
with paper 
making as well.  
People note 
the similarities 
among 
indigenous 
cultures, and 
the bond among 
peoples is 
strengthened; 
for example, the 

Makahs are now sending 
a delegation to Aotearoa 
to learn more about the 
language programs. 

The possibilities for 
the 2007 and 2008 
residencies are exciting. 
We look forward to 
welcoming the next Maori 
Artist-in-Residence to 
Evergreen.

Tina Wirihana and Bob Leverich working on the “Fireball”  

“As I think back 
about it, there was 

something more for 
me about this 

collaboration with 
Tina.   I think it was 

Tina’s good faith 
– there was no doubt 

from her that this 
was a good thing to 

try out.”
Bob Leverich

Toi Sgwigwialtxw Residency
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“I would like to 
personally thank many 
people for contributing 
to the achievement of 
this. Firstly, to the 
Tangatawhenua (people 
of this Land) Nga mihi 
nui ki a koutou katoa. 
Your valued 
guardianship ensured 
that your Land became 
my Land over the three 
month duration. The 
relationship and respect 
of the Whenua (Land), 
I embraced with open 
arms, ready to be guided 
by the protocol of your 
people.”  

--Christina Wirihana

Tina Kuckkahn

Nisqually weavers harvest 
cedar bark.
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For 2007, Native food booths will be a part of the event.

Applications for artist’s vendor booths and the juried art 
show are available from the Longhouse (360) 867-6718 
or via e-mail at longhouse@evergreen.edu. or download 
forms www.evergreen.edu/longhouse/

In addition to the opportunities to present artistic work in 
the Pacific Northwest region, more organizations across 
the country are looking for ways to increase Native 
artist participation. In watching panelists review artistic 
applications, time and again the artists who get noticed 
are those who present their work in a simple, clear and 
professional fashion. 

Artists are going to be competing with many others for a 
limited amount of dollars. It is increasingly common that 
artists are asked to submit digital images for consideration, 
when historically slides have been the preferred medium.

Professional Photographs

It is worth the investment to have professional 
photographs taken of your work by a photographer who 
specializes in photographing artwork. 

Keep in mind that the art piece should be the central focus 
of the slide or digital image. There should be no shadows, 
reflections or other distractions that the viewer will see 
other than the art piece.
Professional photographers place your artwork 

Entering Art Shows and Grant Competitions

Alma Barton, (Makah)                   Raven Ladle, Maple 2001
Photo credit Richard Nichol

The Longhouse will collaborate with the Washington State 
History Museum to host the 2nd annual “In the Spirit” 
Northwest Native Arts Festival July 21-22 2007. The 
festival will take place on the plaza of the State History 
Museum (1911 Pacific Avenue) in Tacoma.

In 2006, about 3,000 visitors passed through the plaza 
to talk with artists and purchase Northwest Native art. 
Salish, Alaskan, Columbia Plateau, and other artists were 
represented in both the outdoor market and in the juried art 
show inside the museum.  Visitors also enjoyed an array 
of stories, traditional and contemporary music and dance.  
The stage events were emceed by Arlie Neskahi (Navajo).   

A panel of Native artists and Museum curators juried in 
the participating artists for the indoor art show and the 
outdoor market. The Museum and the Longhouse have 
made a commitment to expand fundraising to offer more 
prizes next year. The Suquamish Tribe, the Tacoma News 
Tribune, the Tahoma Indian Center, The Washington 
State History Museum and the Longhouse at Evergreen 
supported the 2006 event. Prizes in the art show included 
Best of Show (Andrea Wilbur Sigo-Squaxin Island) and 
Curator’s Choice (George Hill-Spokane). Andrea also won 
“People’s Choice” in which the general public voted on 
their favorite artwork.

“In the Spirit” Native Arts Festival, 2007

George Hill of the Spokane tribe, won “Curator’s Choice”
and the purchase prize from the State History Museum

Laura Grabhorn
on a plain background that offers no texture or pattern of 
their own that would compete with your piece. They make 
sure the object is lighted in a way that avoids reflection 
of the photographer, other fixtures in the room, or other 
sources of daylight onto your piece. They take great pains 
to make sure that the details of the object are clear.
The only drama should come from your artwork. 
Professional art photographers know how to display your 
work literally in the best light. For those new to entering art 
show competitions, and grant programs, it’s advised that 



Deadlines?  Why? 
Deadlines seem bureaucratic. However, deadlines are 
important tools. With every art show, with every competition, 
organizations have to establish a last day that they will 
expect to receive submissions. Organizers need time to 
format the images, make copies of your written materials, 
organize spreadsheets of applicants, and organize a key 
that matches images with artists. 

It may feel hurtful if you as an artist “just missed” the 
deadline and get eliminated from consideration.  However, 
if you are an artist who submitted your application 
before the deadline, it can feel chaotic and unfair if an 
organization starts making exceptions to accommodate 
others.  Panelists, having to consider the organized list of 
applications may disapprove of  other artists whose work 
is being added in at the “last minute”.

you review art catalogs and the photographs of the artwork 
of master artists to get an idea of what good photography 
can do for a piece. Getting professional images is relatively 
affordable and well worth the effort in the long run.

What does the application 
ask you to do?
    
There are two ways to market yourself as an artist. When 
you are presenting you and your work to galleries, there 
are all sorts of creative ways that you can package your 
slides, business cards, exhibitions and 
awards lists and resume. However the same 
creativity doesn’t necessarily apply when you 
are seeking to present your work to a panel 
who will be deciding if you will receive an 
award, or to be a part of a juried art show. 
Organizations seeking submissions will give 
specific directions on what they want from 
artists. It’s wise to follow those instructions.

Arts organizers want to make sure you are 
included and want to give you every chance 
to be shown in the best possible light. As 
an artist you should consider making that 
as easy as possible by submitting all of the 
requested material in the formats named. 
Arts organizations have to compile many 
artist samples. It’s simply easier to handle dozens of 
applications if each artist presents their written and visual 
material in the formats requested.

Various arts funding programs, such as the Washington 
State Arts Commission, have multiple types of 
competitions for funding. Juries are composed of members 
of the community who may not know who you are. The 
only thing speaking for you will be the written and visual 
materials you submit. 

Historically, the widely accepted medium for showcasing 
your work has been slides. Increasingly, artists are asked 
to submit digital images for consideration. There are many 
digital formats artists can select, but it’s always best to 
select the simplest, most widely accepted format for your 
digital images.  If the application asks you for images in 
JPEG format, use JPEG file format! JPEG simply means 
“Joint Photographic Experts Group”.  You are probably 
familiar with the acronym JPEG.  The JPEG format is the 
best for displaying full color photographs of your work. 
While all digital imagery may lose a little detail, if you 
have had professional photographs taken of your artwork, 

saving them as JPEG files or scanning them as JPEG files 
is the easiest way to ensure that the arts organization will 
see your pieces in their most wonderful light.

Sometimes it feels counter-intuitive to not embellish the 
way your images will play for the arts organization asking 
for your images. Resist!  Resist putting your images on 
a program that plays the slides one after another. Resist 
using web based photo albums to display your work.  
Resist simply linking with websites. And most of all resist 
sending printed programs that may only contain images of 

your work.

 Organizers have to make sure that all 
of the images are available to be viewed 
quickly by the panelists. If your images 
arrive in the format requested, they have 
the greatest chance of being seen and 
you have the opportunity to have your 
work compared favorably with all of the 
people submitting images for the same 
purpose. On the other hand, if organizers 
must hunt for, extract or re-format your 
images, they may inadvertently eliminate 
one or more for consideration. If organizers 
receive hundreds of images from artists 
and your images are in a different format, 
you may be eliminated from consideration 
altogether.

Entering Art Shows and Grant Competitions 

It’s simply 
easier to handle 

dozens of 
applications 
if each artist 

presents their 
written and 

visual material 
in the formats 

requested.
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The Longhouse is pleased to welcome Ginny Ith (Cupeño) and Melissa Bob (Lummi) to our program.  
Ginny is joining the staff as a program assistant and Melissa will be assisting as a graduate student 
intern under the Ford Foundation’s “IllumiNation Initiative”.  We look forward to working with them.
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NEW YORK - the Longhouse will 
receive a significant boost with a 
quarter-million dollar grant from 
the Ford Foundation.

The $250,000 award highlights 
Evergreen’s extensive Native 
American educational and cultural 
programs - a commitment widely 
acclaimed as one of the strongest 
in the nation.

The funding allows the college’s 
Longhouse Education and 
Cultural Center a new opportunity 
to broaden educational programs 
and become a national resource 
for Native artists by expanding 
funding for the center’s notable 
Artist-In-Residence and Native 
Creative Development programs.
The Longhouse has joined the 
IllumiNation initiative, a nationwide 
Native arts program, partnering 
with organizations including the 
Smithsonian National Museum of 
the American Indian, thanks to the 
grant funding.

“The staff and supporters of the 
Longhouse are really looking 
forward to this new opportunity 
to expand our existing programs 
and become a national resource 
for Native artists,” said Tina 
Kuckkahn, Director of the 
Longhouse Center. 

The grant funding also boosts 
programs for Evergreen students 
by providing interships at the 
Longhouse.

Holiday 
Native arts Fair
The Holiday Native Arts Fair will be held 

at the Longhouse
 on 

Friday, 
December 1, 2006 

10:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 
Artists interested in securing a booth can call or 
e-mail their reservation (360) 867-6718 or  e-mail 

longhouse@evergreen.edu  

Ford 
“Illumination 
Initiative” 
Grant Program

by Anthony Sermonti

Vendor Name:  __________________________________________ 

Tribal Affiliation: ________________________________________ 

Enrollment #:  __________________________________________ 

             or  Tribal Enrollment phone:  (_____) _________________

Address:  ______________________________________________

     ______________________________________________

Phone (____) ________________  Email: _____________________ 

Brief description of the work you will be selling:  _______________
_______________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

Booths are $25.00 for the day.

Vendor Registration Form



The Longhouse
Education & Cultural Center
The Evergreen State College

Tina Kuckkahn (Ojibwe)
Director

Laura Grabhorn (Tlingit/Haida)
Assistant Director

Bonnie Graft (Muckleshoot) 
Program Assistant

Ginny Ith (Cupeño)
Program Assistant

Melissa Bob (Lummi)
Graduate Student Intern

Longhouse Logo Design
Diane Devlin (Chehalis)

Direct any inquiries to:
(360) 867-6718    Fax (360) 867-6699

Email: longhse@evergreen.edu
www.evergreen.edu/longhouse/
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Upcoming Events

The Longhouse
Education and Cultural Center
The Evergreen State College
2700 Evergreen Parkway NW
Olympia, WA  98505
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For More Info:

MISSION
As a public service center of The Evergreen State College, the Longhouse exists to provide service and 
hospitality to students, the college and the surrounding Native communities.  With a design based in the 
Northwest Indigenous Nations’ philosophy of hospitality, its primary functions are to provide classroom 
space and host  cultural ceremonies, conferences, performances, art exhibits and community events.
     The primary work of the Longhouse as a public service center is the administration of the Native 
Economic Development Arts Program (NEDAP).  The mission of the NEDAP is to promote education, 
cultural preservation and economic development for Native American artists residing in the Northwest.
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Holiday Native Art Fair   
 Friday, December 1   TESC Longhouse
    10:00 AM - 6:00 PM

Super Saturday Native Arts Fair
 June 16, 2007                    TESC Longhouse 
                                                  10:00 AM - 6:00 PM

Native Creative Development Program 
 Applications Due no later than November 3, 2006 
 Longhouse
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Longhouse Community Dinner (Free Event) 
 Saturday, Oct 28  Dinner - 5:00 PM    
 Longhouse  Documentary - 7:00 PM 
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The Longhouse staff can be reached by 
e-mail at:  longhouse@evergreen.edu  
You can also reach anyone of us directly.

Tina Kuckkahn:     kuckkaht@evergreen.edu
Laura Grabhorn:    grabhorl@evergreen.edu
Bonnie Graft:             graftb@evergreen.edu
Ginny Ith:                          ithg@evergreen.edu
Melissa Bob:                          bobmel24@evergreen.edu

“Easier to remember 
e-mail address!”

longhouse

evergreen.edu
@


