October 25, 2007

Sponsored Research DTF

Dear Colleagues,

Please accept this sponsored research application. Anne Fischel and Lin Nelson are requesting
five weeks each of paid summer leave to continue our interdisciplinary, community-collaborative
project, "No Borders: Communities Living and Working with Asarco." We began this project in
spring 2005 while teaching "Local Knowledge,” a community studies program. As our students
developed their projects, we combined our skills in documentary video and environmental health
to explore the history of nearby Ruston—part of the Commencement Bay Superfund site—and its
100-year relationship with the American Smelting and Refining Company.

We started with research in local archives, including the University of Washington’s Special
Collections and the Tacoma Library’s extensive collections of newspapers and EPA documents.
In summer 2005 we received sponsored research support to continue our work in archives and the
Ruston community. In spring 2006, during sabbatical leaves, we developed our relationships with
people in Ruston, filmed a number of substantive interviews, documented the transformation of
the former smelter site, and deepened our understanding of the environmental, economic and
regulatory 1ssues affecting the community and the region. Following Asarco’s declaration of
chapter 11 bankruptcy in summer 2005, we started to explore the national story of communities
impacted by Asarco. We developed a power point presentation and we are working on a project
website (www2.evergreen.edu/fischela). Our research has been shared at Evergreen symposia. All
our footage has been transcribed for editing and to support our own and others’ research.

Project Background:. Asarco mined and smelted lead and copper on four continents for over 100
years. The by-products of copper mining and smelting are toxic metals, mainly arsenic, lead and
cadmium, which can create severe consequences for human health. Starting in the 1980's the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) negotiated with Asarco to remediate contaminated U.S.
sites; many were designated Superfund sites. In 2005 Asarco filed for bankruptcy after selling
itself and i1ts main assets to its Mexican affiliate, Grupo Mexico. The bankruptcy is enabling the
company to shed many of the clean-up responsibilities it negotiated with the EPA and resume
operations. As copper prices and demand continue to rise, Asarco is presenting a highly profitable
profile, and its parent, Grupo Mexico, is the third largest copper producer in the world.

Asarco’s bankruptcy—the largest and most prolonged in U.S. history—is significant to
communities struggling with environmental health problems; unions concerned about jobs,
working conditions and retiree pensions; and public agencies wondering where the political will
and funding will come from to deal with unfinished clean-ups. There are an estimated 75 U.S.
communities needing remediation. In Washington alone the smelter plume extends 1,000 square
miles, affecting four counties and hundreds of schools and daycare centers. Washington, a
creditor in the bankruptcy, estimates that remediation will cost $400 million (Asarco insists its
obligations to the state total only $12 million.) Informed observers warn that the precedents set by
the bankruptcy may signal the death-knell for Superfund as a remedy for environmental hazard.

We are tracking the trajectory of this corporate giant, while paying close attention to the lived
experiences of three communities: Ruston (where the smelter closed in 1986 after contentious
negotiations with the EPA); El Paso, Texas (where Get the Lead Out coalition has waged a
campaign to keep Asarco’s decommissioned smelter from re-opening); and Hayden, Arizona (a
severely contaminated Mexican-American community and site of Asarco’s only operating U.S.



smelter). This year Anne is taking leave without pay and Lin is teaching half-time to work on this
national case study of citizen-initiated research and activism, corporate mobility, public health
policy, occupational safety and health, and cross-regional alliances.

Purpose, Scope and Outcomes: We are using documentary video, analytic and collaborative
writing, and community networking to tackle three issues that directly impact public policy: 1)
threats to public health and the environment faced by working class communities and
communities of color from prolonged exposure to industrial emissions; 2) lack of corporate
accountability to community and workers' needs for health and safety; and 3) weaknesses of
public policies and agencies in regulating corporate behavior and protecting health, satety and
environment. Recent research by El Paso’s Get the Lead Out coalition indicates that Asarco
secretly incinerated hazardous waste at several U.S. smelters—some of the hazardous waste came
from Defense Department chemical weapons facilities. (GTLO’s research has been confirmed by
the EPA, reported by The New York Times, and cited by Dr. Devra Davis in her recent book, The
Secret History of the War on Cancer.) Their research raises urgent questions about communities’
right to know the conditions which affect their well-being.

We are producing a documentary video for television (Link TV 1s our expected broadcaster—see
attached letter). We are developing a collection of writings by community collaborators, entitled
“Community Voices,” which Evergreen’s Labor Center is interested in publishing, using a model
developed by the UCLA Labor Center. With members of the Sierra Club we hope to convene a
Community Network Gathering in El Paso, where representatives of Asarco-impacted
communities can share information and strategies. We are also conducting research for a book-
length study that will move from local struggles about hazardous exposure to the building of a
labor-environment, cross-border coalition for public health.

We began this project with the understanding that communities’ needs for jobs often coexist
uneasily with their equally important needs for environmental health. We are talking with
members of the Sierra Club and the Steelworkers, Asarco’s main union, who together founded the
Blue-Green Alliance to link good jobs with healthy communities. We’ve interviewed former
smelterworkers in El Paso and Ruston, and present-day workers in Hayden—the interviews
reveal deep concerns about health and safety within Asarco’s plants, and a legacy of workers’
efforts to educate themselves and their communities about the dangers of industrial exposure.
This underground history poses important questions about the gap between scientific and medical
research and citizens’ on-the-ground experiences of illness, disability and risk.

We are also talking with public officials (we recently interviewed the Mayor of El Paso) and the

statt of public agencies, including the Tacoma-Pierce County Health Department and Department

of Ecology, who are attempting to protect community health and well-being, often with
Inadequate regulatory tools.

Funding Sources: A proposal to the Arca Foundation is pending (with a decision expected in
December) and we are corresponding with a program officer at the Wallace Global Fund.
Evergreen’s Labor Center has supported our work by providing an office and part-time research
assistance. We subsidized our project this year by withdrawing from full-time teaching.
Sponsored Research funding would be an invaluable support to our work.

Pedagogical and Professional Agendas. This project builds on our previous teaching that linked
local experience with the environmental, economic and policy contexts that impact community
life. Several students worked on this project to develop their knowledge of labor, public health,
and corporate history. We are producing a case study which will include texts, video and video



transcripts, primary documents, photographs, and a website. We believe that faculty and
programs from a range of areas: Community Studies, Environmental Studies, Business, Labor
Studies and Media will benefit from these rich curricular materials

This project also builds on our previous professional work—Lin's research, writing and
community collaborative work on environmental and workers’ health; Anne's documentary
filmmaking which focused on organizing, labor, and community history and memory. As this
project has moved to the center of our professional agenda, we’ve shared it with people in our
region. We made presentations to the Northwest Labor History Association conference and the
Masters in Public Health program at the University of Washington. We are putting together an
advisory board which can guide the public health, labor, law, and policy features of this project.

Working on the “No Borders” project has allowed us to develop community collaborations that
put in practice the kinds of relationships and efforts we encourage in our students. In our 2005
sponsored research report, we wrote that we hoped to implement this project in the spirit of
“research and mutual education with others.” As documenters and researchers we are continually
and productively challenged to learn from the experiences of our community collaborators and

rethink our own work in response to theirs. It has been gratifying to forge relationships of
mutuality with such extraordinary people and communities.

Implementation Plan: We are requesting five weeks each of paid leave: (June 23-July 25) to
support editing of the “No Borders” film and completion of the “Community Voices” writing
project. What follows is a schedule of project activities through summer 2008.

September 2007: Research and filming in El Paso. Planning for Community Network Gathering
and collaborative writing project, “Community Voices”.

October-November 2007: Transcribe El Paso footage. Create No Borders Advisory Board.
Website development. Continue research.

November 2007: Research and filming in Hayden, Arizona.

December 2007-January 2008: Transcribe Hayden footage, Develop format for “Community
Voices” book. Organize Community Network Gathering.

February 2008: Community Network gathering in El Paso.

March-June 2008: Work with Community Voices writers. Manuscript development. Transcribe
Community Network gathering. Rough-cut edit of No Borders film.

June 23-July 25, 2008: Fine cut edit. Prepare Community Voices for publication.

August 2008: Community screenings of video-in-progress. Document discussions for further
studies and for final video editing in early fall.

Attachments: 2005 Sponsored Research Proposal and Report
Curriculum Vitae (Anne’s and Lin’s)
Letters of Support from Bill Ransom, Liza Rognas and John Perkins
Letter of Support from Link TV

“Copper Plant Illegally Burned Hazardous Waste,” New York Times, 10/10/06
Community Newsletters discussing the “No Borders” project
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A Sponsored Research Proposal
Submitted by Anne Fischel and Lin Nelson

We are requesting sponsored research support to develop a project which we
will begin through our teaching this year in Local Knowledge. Our project will
expand efforts begun collectively with our students to document the impact
of the Asarco smelter on the people who live and work near Commencement
Bay in Tacoma. We want to produce a case study of people affected by a
century of industrial activity and subsequent clean-up. The story of Asarco
needs to be unraveled in the context of the broader set of stories and
experiences that surround Commencement Bay, one of the most significant
Superfund arenas in the United States. We intend to use audio, video, and
writing to provide the community with materials needed to create a wide-

ranging conversation about public health impacts and their implications for
community life and work.

Background: Purpose and Scope

Our academic program, Local Knowledge, has been, and continues to be, the
context in which our project work in Commencement Bay will be developed.
Local Knowledge explores the theory and practice of community-based work.
In 2001-2002 and now, as we teach a revised version of the program, we are
focusing on 4 communities: Olympia, Tacoma, Shelton, and Centralia. We

study local history, social movements, media, the environment, labor issues,
and public heath.

Our theoretical perspectives are drawn from the writings of Paulo Freire,
Beverly Brown and Myles Horten, among others. We are developing skills and
methodologies in video documentation, oral history interviewing,
ethnographic observation, community mapping, and public documents
research. We are starting to engage with local groups, including Mason
County Literacy, the Jefferson Center, Welfare Rights Organizing Coalition,
Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility, and Citizens for a Healthy
Bay. We are trying to understand both community experience and public
policy; as Bev Brown writes in In Timber Country, it is the macro-level of
public policies and broad forces that “defines the action” in local
communities, but “the details are played out at the micro-level of everyday
lives.” This means being attentive to what local people care about and how
they understand the play of economic/social forces in their community. We
are developing dialogues and collaborative relationships with groups and

citizens, who we hope will be teachers and co-learners with us in the
classroom and the community.

Local Knowledge offers us the opportunity to deepen collective knowledge of
our region and link academic and experiential bases of knowledge. It
challenges assumptions about how knowledge is produced and how it should
be used. Thoughtful listening, reflection, critical evaluation, context-building,
and theory-making are daily processes we consciously engage in with our
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community mentors, our texts and each other. Through this process we are
learning a great deal about what is going on in local communities. We hope
we are also democratizing knowledge and education, making direct

connections between knowledge construction and the facilitation of more
democratic and just communities.

Our community collaborators have supported Local Knowledge projects,
helped decide about how they should be shaped and produced, and given
feedback about their usefulness. A documentary film made by students in
Local Knowledge 2001-2002, entitled "Homeless in Olympia” was shown at
the Olympia Film Society and at Super Saturday to packed audiences, many
of them homeless people and advocates for the homeless. (When we took
the students of Local Knowledge 2004-2005 to meet members of the
Coalition for Low Income Power, they reminded us that "Homeless in
Olympia” was an important catalyst to community dialogues about poverty
and homelessness.) In 2001-02 Local Knowledge students collaborated with
Shelton residents to create Peace Matters, a community organization which
sponsored educational forums on Afghanistan and the Middle East. (Peace
Matters is still an active organization.) LK students concerned about
polarization between environmentalists and rural communities developed
their thinking about how to engage rural east Lewis County in planning
projects that were both economically enriching and environmentally
sustainable. As a group we learned, and will continue to learn this year, how
oral histories, video documentaries, public art, and research reports can
Increase community self-awareness, focus attention on issues of concern,
and provide tools to support community problem-solving and change.

Our Work in Professional and Pedagogical Context

Local Knowledge is an interdisciplinary collaboration. Anne is a documentary
filmmaker, while Lin is a sociologist with expertise in environmental studies
and public health. Our proposed project expands on work we have done
individually, in local community settings, with different organizations. Anne
has just completed a documentary film entitled “Lewis County Hope and
Struggle” that looks at past labor struggles in the context of current
economic contraction and dislocation. This project was carried out in
collaboration with area unions, Lewis County residents, and a citizen
committee that produced a mural commemorating the Centralia Wobbly War
of 1919. Lin has worked with community groups in the region, addressing
public health concerns arising from the use of toxic chemicals. She is
particularly active in the Washington Toxics Coalition and the Healthy
Olympia Task Force. She has also worked with unions on workplace health
issues and is a contributing writer to the current revision of “Our Bodies,

Ourselves”, particularly the chapter on Occupational and Environmental
Health.

The project we propose: researching and documenting the experiences of
people who worked at or lived near the Asarco smelter, or who rely on the



affected resources of nearby land and water, would enable us to develop a
case study that could be used in teaching about labor, the environment,
public health and community revitalization. It would help us develop
curriculum for future classes—our own and those of our colleagues who want
to engage in participatory research. It would enable us to produce a
document that can circulate in the community and be used by community
members. Finally, it will build a basis for continued collaboration with Ruston
and Tacoma-area groups. The legacy of Asarco is complex and far-reaching;
the implications are just beginning to be explored. Our project will help set a
framework for exploring how the community can address both the benefits
and long-lived consequences of the businesses that built its economy and
compromised the health of its citizens and environment.

The Project

In the early 1990’s the Asarco smelter in Ruston, Washington, was
dynamited and destroyed, ending a 100-year history of industrial activity
that employed significant numbers of workers on or near Tacoma’s
Commencement Bay. The smelter discharged heavy metals, including
arsenic, lead, and chromium into the air, and produced toxic slag waste that
fell and leached into the bay. According to the Department of Ecology, the
contamination from the former smelter has affected air, soil and groundwater
as far north as King County and as far south as Thurston County.

Asarco was only one of the industries that built the economy of Tacoma while
severely contaminating the water and soils of Commencement Bay. Thanks
to the efforts of community activists, particularly Citizens for a Healthy Bay,
Commencement Bay was identified as a federal Superfund site in the 1980’s.
Extensive work has been done to remediate the contaminated water and soils
of the bay. Today, the city is beginning to build on formerly contaminated
tideflats, and developing gentrified areas along the Thea Foss Waterway that
constitutes part of the bay. Groups that pushed for the clean-up and
participated in its implementation, like Citizens for a Healthy Bay and the
Departments of Ecology and Health are helping to bring this phase of
remediation to an end.

Less attention has been given to the public health risks experienced by
working class people who live and work in proximity to the Bay. There has
been little documentation of the complex experiences of people who have
profound relationships to the waterway or to specific industries, through their

jobs, fishing (Asian immigrants particularly fish out of the bay), recreation, or
simply living close by.

Often the experiences of ordinary people escape public notice—they are not
easily made significant, or transformed into rationales for public policy. For
instance, the rates of cancer among former Asarco employees have not been
documented, and may never be definitively linked to their work with Asarco,
yet many people believe—or fear—that their health has been damaged by



their work and life-long proximity to the smelter. At the same time, people
felt a sense of pride in their work and loyalty to the company that employed
them. It will be a creative challenge to document and interpret this complex
community experience. We hope to do so in a way that contributes to
community discussion, awareness, resource-gathering and problem-solving.

We see our work as helping to develop a more sustained, durable and
community-supportive documentation of community efforts. Tacoma’s
experience is an important touchstone for communities affected by superfund
sites who are struggling to recover and chart out sustainable directions for
the future. Our responsored research project would focus on the emerging

community stories and would help identify lessons that could be shared
across vuinerable communities.

We will begin this project this winter and spring in Local Knowledge as a
collaboration with our students, Ruston/Tacoma community members, area
agencies and our colleagues at the Evergreen Tacoma campus. We would like
the sponsored research component of this project to be shaped by our
collective learning as well as by what we discover about community need and
interest. Our case study will be multi-perspectival and will utilize different
research and media forms, including audio, video, and writing. We hope to

analyze and document issues in a way that suggests directions for
community discussion and engagement.

Preliminary Plan

We are requesting 5 weeks each of paid leave during summer 2005. We plan
to begin our project work on July 6™ and complete it by August 10th. Our
intention is to follow up on contacts already initiated with area organizations,
workers, families, new immigrant residents, business owners, unions, public
health personnel and public and civic agencies. Our work will include:
interviews, research in area archives, and audio/video documentation. We
will be exploring ways of sharing and displaying what we have learned,
possibly through community websites, an exhibit, or community meetings
and screenings. A more detailed plan for our summer work will be developed

In response to the needs, concerns and hopes of our community
collaborators.

We have not applied for other funding. This project is just beginning, and
needs time to incubate. We appreciate Evergreen’s support in developing this
modest case study, which will also allow us to flesh out a methodology and

more detailed plan for further exploration of the legacy of Asarco and
Commencement Bay.



Appendixes:

Local Knowledge syllabus
Lin Nelson’s vita

Anne Fischel’s vita

(Letters of recommendation--to be delivered separately: from TESC faculty
members Russ Fox and Liza Rognas) -



NO BORDERS: COMMUNITIES LIVING AND WORKING WITH ASARCO
A Report on a Sponsored Research Project
Submitted by Anne Fischel and Lin Nelson

This is a report of activities and developments of a project that was

launched this past summer (June-Sept 2005) with the support of Evergreen
Sponsored Research funding.

Focus

Commencement Bay in Tacoma is one of the nation’s largest poliution
zones, Identified as a major Superfund site in the 1980’s. A key feature of the
designated site is the Asarco smelter (demolished and removed in 1993) and the
dispersal of arsenic and lead related to its operation. Over the years, an
Increasingly wide swath of impacts have been identified, now primarily the four
counties of Pierce, King, Thurston and Kitsap, but with evidence of impacts into
British Columbia. This presents a substantial public health risk, as well as
imperiling marine health offshore. Public health/environmental agencies, from
federal to local, as well as the State Legislature (which in 2005 passed a bill to
help protect children from persistent exposure), are among the public sector
agents involved in the continuing effort to track and remediate the problem. As
well, the US Justice Dept, bankruptcy court (Houston) and many other legali
venues are taken up with the impacts of Asarco.

Asarco’s corporate story poses great challenges to researchers and
community advocates — with all sorts of shifts in the political and legal narrative.
The company, created at the turn of the 20" century, was by the turn of the 21
century reconfigured as a subsidiary of one of its former subsidiaries — Grupo
Mexico. Its filing for bankruptcy (restructuring) in August has posed tremendous
challenges to the estimated 25 US communities, including Ruston-Tacoma,
identified as Asarco-impacted Superfund sites as well as to its thousands of
retirees (who are facing the withdrawal of pension/health benefits). Most recent
bankruptcy documents indicate that as many as 95 communities in 21 states
might be impacted by the bankruptcy filing. As our proposal indicates, we believe
this is a very significant local-to-global story, one which raises critical questions
of public/environmental health, workers’ rights, community sustainability, public
sector accountability, corporate malfeasance and social justice.

Grant Proposal (Attached) identifies the analytic terrain of the project and the
relationship to our teaching and curricular development. _

Activities Undertaken During the Summer Grant Period:

(1) We researched the social, political, economic, legal and cultural history of the
Asarco Corporation and the many communities impacted. While our focus, and
starting point for this ongoing study, is the Ruston-Tacoma community and its
century-long relationship with Asarco, we are dedicated to placing that
relationship in the broader context of the corporation’s evolution and relationship



with many other impacted communities, from those in the US to others in Mexico,
Peru and Canada. This research involves use of materials at the Tacoma Public
Library Northwest Collection, the University of Washington Archives (particularly
those of the American Lung Association/WA Chapter, among other organizations
and agencies) and the collection of regulatory, legislative and NGO materials at
Citizens for a Healthy Bay. We have been especially appreciative of the support
provided by Brian Kamens, regional research librarian at the TPL, who has
extensive knowledge of labor/industry history. We are also appreciative of our
colleagues here at the Evergreen Library who help us locate critical materials.
On-line research tools have also been valuable, particularly as we try to gather
iInformation on the Asarco bankruptcy (August 2005) and its impacts. Due to
Asarco's purchase by and legal relocation to Grupo Mexico, access to corporate
documents is a more daunting research challenge.

(2) We spent quite a lot of time in the Ruston/Tacoma area visiting the Superfund
site, the Asarco Visitor Ctr, Ruston Town Hall and the general neighborhood.
With a growing array of maps, documents and consultations with people from the
area, we feel like we are better able to grasp the physical-environmental-social
features of the old smelter area and the various ways it impacts the community.
We observed and filmed the continuing remediation of the site, as polluted soil
(some imported from Asarco’s Everett site) was being relocated for capping and
containment. We also attended a community street fair in Ruston, which allowed
us to talk with a few more folks and gather materials from local groups. We also
did some preliminary photography to characterize the Superfund area and the
neighborhood. We used the film and photos for our presentation at the
September Symposium at the Tacoma campus.

(3) We prepared materials for Evergreen’s Human Subjects Review, as we are
Interviewing a range of people in the area. This involved drafting our letter of
Introduction (attached) and developing a project description that we thought

could serve as an effective profile of our efforts as we talked to different people in
and around the Tacoma area.

(4) Interviews are an essential feature of this project. But we use the word
‘Interview” advisedly and cautiously here, as many of our most meaningful
connections with people are through conversations, consultations and ongoing
collaboration. We see this project as something different than “research on” or
‘research about.” Over time, we intend that this project be more in the spirit of
‘research and mutual education with others.” This past summer (and in the
spring when we were in the early development stage) we spent considerable
time talking with and checking in with a union leader who is considered a
community leader and one who is relied on to see to the interests of Asarco
retirees and their families. This “gatekeeper’” welcomed us to the VFW Hall,
which serves as a proxy union-retirees hall. He has provided us with invaluable
Information and insight. We've also interviewed/conversed with a few local
business people. And most importantly, we had one lengthy interview with a



retired shop steward and his wife, both from union families and with a rich sense
of the company-community connection.

(5) We interviewed/consulted with various staff of area health/environment
agencies, Including King, Pierce and Thurston Public Health, as well as the WA
Depts of Health and Ecology. We've also established contact with the staff of the
key legislator who framed a bill to protect children’s health; he is available to us
for an extended film interview, when his and our schedules allow. As precursor to
our summer research, we attended several Legislative hearings that dealt with
this bill. This was valuable in that it allowed us to identify the various interests —
physicians, public health advocates, public school authorities, day care center

operators — who will be impacted as state and local authorities monitor soil
pollution as a risk to children’s health.

(6) We have undertaken this project in collaboration with Evergreen’s Labor
Center, in that the Center has been able to orient us to the regional union
context. The Asarco story, locally and nationally, is in part the story of labor-and-
neighbor-- how the union, in this case the Steelworkers (once a Mine-Mill-
Smelter local), connects with the community that's impacted. This Is increasingly
an important political, ethical and strategic question for unions as they explore
their relationship to their home communities. Also, there is a much overlooked
worker-health aspect of the Asarco story. Connecting worker-community-
environmental health is essential to our project. A key part of the labor feature of
this evolving story is the role of the Steelworkers nationally. Based in Pittsburgh,
it has been active in its support of its striking locals (July-Sept 2005) in Arizona
and New Mexico. Also the Steelworkers are working with environmental and
justice organizations on both sides of the MX-US border, as they work to
strategize a response to Asarco. The Labor Ctr has joined us in conference calls
to Steelworker staff, as we together tried to decipher the impacts of strikes,
pensioners’ grievances, hazards in the workplace, community risk, the
bankruptcy and the evolving corporate structure of Asarco/Grupo Mexico.

(7) We have tried, in this preliminary stage, to guide this project in view of its
potential meaning for the curriculum. In the spring and into the summer, two
students from our Local Knowledge class undertook research in relation to this
project. We hope that this can continue in future classes. We were also able to
develop the Asarco story for teaching purposes this fall. Its local/regional
character presents a very evocative learning moment.

(8) Throughout our work, we have made an effort to stay in touch with our
colleagues at the Tacoma Campus. They welcomed us for one of their summer
planning meetings when we discussed our work. They have been very supportive

and encouraging of this project. Peter Boccho had covered the Asarco story as a
Tacoma News Tribune reporter and has offered his support.



Preliminary Qutcomes and Continuing Efforts

Developed a collection of key materials regarding Asarco corporate
history, relevant legislation and litigation, requlatory context, relevant
Ruston/Tacoma documents, educational/monitoring efforts of county and
state agencies, impacts and activities in other impacted communities.

Developed a preliminary timeline “A Corporation, Many Communities”
(attached) re: Asarco and its relationship with impacted communities,
especially Ruston. Given the complexity of the historical and legal features
of this story, the timeline is very much a provisional picture at this point.

Developed selections from our interviews (attached). We are trying to
cultivate a thoughtful sense of appreciation for what the functioning
smelter meant to the life of the community, as well as the current impacts.
A description of Asarco retirees. “Sometimes the workers will walk over
there to where the stack used to be. And they come back up and there's
tears in their eyes. It's a sad feeling, very sad.”

Many months ago, in anticipation of our summer work, we submitted a
proposal to American Public Health Association for their fall 2005
conference. This proposal (attached) was accepted and we were excited
to participate and share our preliminary research on Asarco and
communities. APHA had to postpone and relocate its conference due to
the Katrina-New Orleans disaster. It's rescheduling during our Evaluation
Week meant that we couldn’t attend. We hope to reconnect with the APHA
and WA Public Health Assn in the future.

Based on our summer’'s work, we made a presentation at Evergreen’s
September Symposium. Peter Kardas, Labor Center, joined us in
presentation and discussion. We were very heartened by the attendance
and interest. We intend to continue to consult with our Evergreen
colleagues who have so many vantage points to offer — economics,
regional history, media, environmental health, etc.

Our work has been very exciting, challenging and daunting all at once. We
have certain broad themes, analytic goals and practical implications in
mind — and these continue to evolve, as our path of discovery broadens. A
persistent feature of our inquiry is whether and how impacted communities
learn from each other, as they faced shared, yet distinctive, legal,
environmental, health and social dilemmas. From the Ruston retiree to the
Tacoma day care provider facing polluted soils to the miner in Hayden, AZ
to the miners in Peru — all struggle to protect and preserve health,
livelihood, community, environment. Our intent is to build on this summer’s

preliminary work to learn more and effectively communicate the lessons
we are uncovering.
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19 Oct 07

Sponsored Research Commuttee
The Evergreen State College

Dear Colleagues:

I'm writing 1n enthusiastic support of Lin Nelson and Anne Fischel’s sponsored research
proposal to document the eftects of ASARCO pollution in our region and in other areas
of their operation. This project continues the long-term documentary work already begun
by Lin and Anne 1n the north Tacoma/Ruston area, and 1t moves into the international
sphere, following the heavy footprint of ASARCO into its Mexico operations. The

company has attempted to avoid further sanctions by declaring bankruptcy, leaving land
and people to sufter the eftects of heavy metals pollution.

These etfects came home to my own family. When my father came home from WWII,
we were placed into the Lincoln Heights project housing near ASARCO in Tacoma. We
became accustomed every day to wiping down the heavy accumulation of dust on
everything. My youngest sister was born there, and as a toddler used the windowsills to
help her stand. She had the dust on her hands constantly, and we had to be very attentive
to keep her from licking the dust on the windowsills; apparently, it tasted good. Shortly
atter birth she began having serious health problems and, later, some neurological issues.
Some of these are with her today, and to her credit she’s made amazing accommodation.
Even in the early 1950s we were sure that her difficulties, and my mother’s subsequent
ordeal of a stillbirth, were a result of our proximity to that ubiquitous dust. Other
neighbors complained about similar 1ssues, but we all were very poor (hence, the county
housing) and had neither the knowledge nor the means at the time to take legal action.

Anne and Lin have the knowledge and skills to represent the thousands of poor people
atfected by this insidious company, and to alert further responsible people to the danger
and the strength of such companies and their tactics for avoiding either cleanup or
reparations. This is one of those truly important projects, well-deserving of our support.

Sincerely,

S p-‘-—-fvgow

Bill Ransom
Academic Dean and Member of the Faculty



Letter of Support for Lin Nelson and Anne Fischel
TESC Sponsored Research DTF
Submitted by Liza Rognas
October 19, 2007

Dear Colleagues on the Sponsored Research DTF:

I am writing to enthusiastically and urgently encourage your full support of the proposal Lin Nelson and
Anne Fischel have submitted for sponsored research next summer, 2008. Their dedicated work on the
"Asarco Project” deserves and requires all the support this college can give. This project offers incredibly
important opportunities for students and has already supported rich teaching and learning experiences at the
college. It's much bigger than Evergreen, however, and promises international attention to issues of social
Justice and labor within an important environmental health context. Their work on the Asarco Project
currently serves as one of a handful of "deep" ongoing teaching and research projects at the college that
addresses sustainability across the curriculum, with an interdisciplinary focus.

During the last few years I've alternately lurked on the edges of and stepped into different parts of this huge
project. Last January, I began my first sabbatical immersed in Asarco, using it as a test case while
researching environmental law resources in Washington, Oregon and Arizona. I am also a Montana native,
and using my resources there and my background in Public History, I'm currently undertaking research into

Asarco's presence 1n Billings, Montana. It's as a fully committed member of their (un-funded/under-funded)
research team that I write this letter. Additionally, for the last 5 years | have been, and remain, the lead

library liaison to TESC's Tacoma Program. Lin and Anne's work in the Ruston, WA., community directly

connects to the ongoing Local-to-Global teaching themes our Tacoma faculty create each year. I use their
work when working with Tacoma students.

The members of this Sponsored Research DTF are certainly aware of the value Lin and Anne's combined
teaching has offered to our curriculum in their "Local Knowledge" programs over the years. Whether

teaching together or apart, both dedicate their teaching to connections between our campus and many local
area communities.

Because this project includes a film documentary component, localized autobiographical interviews, public
meeting documentation (some of which only Anne & Lin have captured) and complex and detailed
research that includes 3 primary communities in three different states, with background material from other
sites--anyone can see that this project far exceeds the intellectual capacities of any two people. Yet, what

Lin and Anne have already accomplished would put many well-funded researchers from Brand -X research
universities to shame.

In my dreams, 1 see this project as a campus-wide focus for several years, resulting in some of the most
important participatory research in environmental health, law and labor, that has ever been performed by an
institution of higher education. It's that big, that interesting, and that important. This rivals "Love Canal."
and the Washington Public Power Supply System (WPPSS) debacle in this state (1957-1982) in national
importance. The Asarco Project finds common cause with the environmental health issues highlighted by
the United Farm Workers grape boycott and with the public/academic environmental focus Rachel Carson's
Silent Spring started 35 years ago. A dissertation could be written on Asarco and NAFTA--or perhaps an
MES Thesis? The immigration connections stretch over a century of mining and smelting along the



Mexican border communities, into every Rocky Mountain state, straight through to the Pacific Northwest
and Ruston, Washington.

Well-funded Tier-One university faculty haven't touched on this at all and this shouldn't surprise anyone on
the DTF. They have big corporate dollars at stake, we don't. Anne & Lin have captured the interest and
support of several nonprofit and labor groups and await funding from some philanthropic bodies. When

they publish, I hope TESC has something in place to forward this stellar initiative--otherwise it will go
clsewhere.

My sabbatical research using Asarco convinced me that someone other than lawyers needs to write, film
and tell these stories. Most of the baseline, peer-reviewed research focused on arsenic poisoning among

copper mine and smelter workers (1950-1985) was published by a company physician working for Asarco.
All research 1n this leads to him and to two others working with him who eventually took over that

publishing stream. Otherwise, the academic publishing history on Asarco--this huge national and
international, often horrific and tragic human and environmental reality--has only been referenced by, or
told by lawyers and intermittently, public health scientists. While newspapers have focused on this from
time-to-time, the rest of the officially documented/academic research languishes in many, many hundreds
(thousands?) of unprocessed linear feet of state and county records and reports, and among countless
tederal Superfund and EPA government documents and reports. Although these last are easily found in
hundreds of file folders and boxes at dedicated "repositories" across the nation, none are organized or even
analyzed. This hard-to-find data has never been seen or read by the "average" Asarco employee.

Currently, EPA data analysis and reports have been compromised/de-railed by federal administrative
policies to de-fund and destroy environmental research. Last year, the EPA libraries were dismantled! Over
30 years of data has been destroyed or so badly fractured and dispersed that conventional academic data
gathering and analysis becomes impossible to accomplish. Traditional venues for information gathering
are now fragmented and very circuitous. Participatory research, like that Anne & Lin are currently
conducting, remain, in my professional researcher's opinion, the only venue for capturing, analyzing and

securing these multiple stories with any relevancy to the communities and people who are part of the
"Asarco" legacy and current Asarco work environments.

Hopetully, my colleagues on the Sponsored Research DTF have caught a whiff of the urgency with which I
began this letter of support. This is good work! It serves the college. It serves the curriculum. It crosses all
kinds of disciplinary teaching and research areas. This project also serves our region, and so many more
workers and communities, and informs the nation at a time when information is scarce. Please help this

project grow and help those of us at TESC pay attention to it by giving Anne & Lin funded time and space
to work.

Consider the multiplier effect. What you give to Anne and Lin, you give to me, and to others in the TESC
world, who willingly volunteer our time for this project.

Sincerely, ‘

CHK |
LizaRoonas
Faculty Librarian/ Historian
TESC x.5851



EVERGRETEN S T ATE COLLEGE

John H. Perkins, Ph.D.
Member of the Faculty
The Evergreen State College - Lab |
Olympia, Washington 98505

(360) 867-6503 PerkinsJ @evergreen.edu

24 October 2007

Sponsored Research DTF

Dear Colleagues,

This letter strongly supports the application by Anne Fischel and Lin Nelson, “No
Borders: Communities Living and Working with Asarco.” This project is elegantly simple
In its main idea: communities and individuals dependent upon companies that pollute
suffer when those companies shut down. Potentially deadly contamination combines
with loss of jobs to render communities unviable, and government policies end up of
little or no use in protecting people and natural resources. Furthermore. company

manipulations can enable them to flee responsibility for clean up, heaping Injustice on
an already depressed situation.

Their proposal develops this story by examining the events surrounding the Asarco
smelter, which operated in Ruston, Washington, until 1986. Other Asarco facilities in
their project include the last operating smelter in Hayden AZ and one in El Paso, TX
which may be recommissioned amidst much public controversy. Their proposal
explains how Asarco’s smelting operations polluted surrounding areas with lead,
copper, arsenic, and cadmium, all of which are poisonous to people and other
organisms. After the US Environmental Protection Agency negotiated a clean-up
program with Asarco, the company closed plants, sold assets. and, in 2005 declared
bankruptcy. Now Asarco want to restart plants but may simultaneously succeed in
shedding clean-up responsibilities. Communities, individuals, unions, and
environmental groups all stand to suffer as the company potentially profits while gutting
the "Superfund” law governing clean-up of pollution.

Although the basic idea behind their project is simple, they have a powerful and
sophisticated set of four related activities to document and analyze the events.
Furthermore, the outcomes they seek will be in a variety of formats that can effectively
reach mass popular audiences, people in the affected communities, union and
environmental organizers, and academic audiences. These four activities include:

e adocumentary film suitable for TV:

e a conference for affected communities:
e an edited book based on writings of people affected by Asarco; and



e a book on the history, politics, and public health of communities dealing with the
activities of Asarco.

Each of these four products of the project reinforces the other three. Materials
developed for one of the products will frequently find its way into one of the other

products. It's a package of mutually supportive outcomes, and the diversity of format

enables many others to learn from the experiences of these Asarco-impacted
communities.

This project shows enormous creativity and promise. I'm particularly enchanted by the
connections between media (documentary film)—environmental history (edited
anthology and book)}—environmental health and policy (all four products). The science
underlying the pollution problems is hard to convey to popular audiences, but this

project has the potential to reach people with scientifically based information in formats
they can absorb.

| strongly urge the DTF to support this innovative and solidly grounded work. Anne and
Lin will benefit professionally, and the products will be of use to community organizers,

unions and environmentalists, students, legislators and agency officials, and public
health personnel.

Sincerely yours,

John H. Perkins, Ph.D.
Member of the Faculty

(Biology; History of Environment and
Technology)



 Television Without Borders

August 20, 2007

Dear Anne and Lin,

fThankeyouafofrgiving-uedthe*opportﬁnityfto learn ahout'?our.dooumedtafy
fvideo-projeot h”NofBordere;"¢about communltlee struggllng w1th the paet
“and present impacts. of llVlng and worklng Wlth the Amerloan Smeltlng
‘and Reflnlng Company - (Asaroo) We have a strong 1nterest 1n thlsup
projeot ThlS letter smgnals our support for your work and expectation_‘
that we would be very . 1nterested in broadoastlng the documentary when

you oomplete 1t in fall 2008

- Your projeot willl make -an 1mportant oontrlbutlon to phbllo
junderstandlng of a crltloal issue: the problems of 1ndustr1al
oontamlnatlon and env1ronmental-health and the need for effectlve

. _pollolee to enforoe corporate aocountablllty The fllm w1ll glve ua a
- valuable,;ln_depth look_at_what.1nd1v1duala,'oommun;tles.and | '
organizatione ére doihg to oombattoxio.oontaminationin thei:

communities. In the best tradition odeooumentary filmmaking, it will

foreground the voices of oltlzens and ‘workers who are seldom heard
from, ordlnary people who are worklng hard to protect thelr communities

from rleks to health - safety and env1ronment.

The "No Borders" project flte well w1th Llnk TV‘S mleslon to broadoast
strong, | character drlven etorles refleotlng 1nelder perspectlves,
'ahout critical. lseuee that affect 1nd1v1duals and sooletles _It-ls
1mportant Lo us that your project 18 - belng developed in collaboratlon
with the communities where you are fllmlng' We value the perepeotlvelt
this brings to your work and we antlolpate that your flnlshed film

will be a strong addition to our programming.

Sincerely,

.8
.";r | !1 1 - o nr
| t 'Lmﬂénu A "J
y " F )

Lorraine Hess
Director, Acqmsmons and Schedulmg
Link TV

164 West 25" Street, 10" Floor « New York, NY 10001 4 Tel: (646) 230-0270 o Fax: (646) 230-0261



Labor Center News Spring 2006

No Borders: Communities Living and Working
with ASARCO

Evergreen faculty Anne Fischel and Lin Nelson, with Labor
Center support and collaboration, have launched a project
focused on the operation and closing of the Asarco
Corporation’s smelter in Ruston/Tacoma. Asarco had a
century-long impact in western Washington which continues
through the corporation’s recently declared bankruptcy. The
Ruston/Tacoma smelter, which refined arsenic, copper, and
lead for industrial use, was the center of the Ruston community
and the main provider of relatively high-wage jobs. With its ore
being imported from the Philippines, it was also central to the
development of port operations in Tacoma's Commencement
Bay.

The smelter's operations helped build and shape the economy
of the region. Not surprisingly, Asarco was also the focus of
important labor struggles by workers associated first with the
Union of Mine, Mill and Smelter Workers (formerly the Western
Federation of Miners) and then with the Steelworkers, which
had absorbed Mine Mill. Both unions forged working

agreements with Asarco, though often only after long strikes
and difficult negotiations.

By the 1980s, there was considerable concern in the region
about impacts of smelter pollution on environmental health and

on the health of community residents and workers. In 1983 the smelter sute was declared part of the Iarger
Commencement Bay Superfund and in 1986 was closed. Over the past few years lead and arsenic
contamination has been tracked into Pierce, King, Kitsap, and Thurston Counties. Similar stories have played
out around the U.S. and internationally, as other communities and unions have dealt with the impact of Asarco's
mining and smelting operations on worker and community health.

For two decades Ruston/Tacoma and the surrounding region have been involved in compiex investigations,
negotiations, health programs, environmental remediations and development planning. Community members
have participated in lengthy discussions about the future of the contaminated site, which all parties assert will
be central to Ruston and Tacoma's future development. Million dollar homes and condos are being planned at

the edge of the smelter site, while families close by wonder what will happen with the contaminated soil in their
yards now that Asarco is in bankruptcy.

This bankruptcy follows the corporation’s purchase in 1999 by Grupo México, Asarco's former Mexican
subsidiary. In 2003 Asarco sold its most profitable asset, the Southern Peru Copper Corporation, to Grupo
Mexico after forging an agreement with the U.S. Justice Department to establish a fund for ongoing clean-ups.
Asarco then declared bankruptcy in 2005, and its Superfund cleanup fund is now nearly exhausted.

Asarco has declared its intention to reorganize with a leaner corporate profile. Meanwhile, its many creditors —
including 95 communities, the State of Washington and the Steelworkers — strategize to make sure the rights
and health of workers, pensioners and communities are protected. The challenge of doing this is illustrated by
a report from October 2005 stating that Asarco was aggressively reneging on its pension obligations,
threatening to drag pensioners into court.

Labor Center 6 | Educate—Agitate—Organize



Labor Center News Spring 2006

rom previous page
Lin and Anne, the project directors, have considerable corporate research
taught together over a number of years. experience, has been hired part-time to
Anne is a documentary filmmaker, whose help research Asarco’'s bankruptcy and
work focuses on community, labor and reorganization, and he’'s dug up volumes o
social justice; she sits on the Labor Center information. Lin and Anne will be traveling
Advisory Board. Lin has served on that to El Paso, Texas and Hayden, Arizona -
board and focuses her teaching at two sites dealing with the legacy of Asarco.
- Evergreen on environmental, labor and Key goals are to understand the links
public health. In the 1980s she worked between labor, environment, health and
with the Central NY Council on social justice, and to learn how
Occupational Safety and Health before communities can work together to protect
moving to Washington state. jobs, health and community life.
Anne and Lin are talking with area labor This project — No Borders: Communities
activists, Ruston residents, health Living and Working with Asarco — is
advocates and members of the local challenging the researchers to examine the
Asarco retirees group. They and the Labor history and functioning of one corporation
Center are coordinating with Ruston in the many communities it is impacting.
residents and the national Steelworkers Anne and Lin will discuss their on-going
office to better understand the bankruptcy project at the Pacific Northwest Labor
and the impacts of Asarco operations. History conference June 2™ to 4™ on
David Lynn, a researcher with Evergreen’s Olympia campus.

P T T
e -

The Asarco stack in Ruston, 1

Labor Center | / Educate—Agitate—Organize
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The Labor Education and Research Center at Evergreen State College in Olympia, Wash.,

is a partner in the project No Borders: Communities Living and Working with Asarco.

For nearly a century workers through three major unions struggled with the company io
achieve respectable wages and decent working conditions, and now they and the communities
they live in are struggling to get the company to do right by retirees and residents. The struggles
have been and continue to be significant, and the project believes there's much to learn from
documenting them.

An important site of the project’s work is Kuston,
Wash., a mile-square community

tred several long and painful strikes.
on Commencement Bay, one of the nation’s largest In 1983 the smelter and a mile-wide rar
uperfund sites. Asarco bought an existing smelter in

ge around 1t
, were designated part of the Cor
uston and operated it for 80 years. Ruston’s smelter

mencement Bay Super
fund area. Ruston hosted what came to be called “The

was one of the main importers and refiners of iron

ore for industry.

Tacoma Process,” where EPA officia

the company over wages and working conditions, and
located next to Tacoma, end

s facilitated public
discussions about developing a national standard to
The smelter helped build the region’s economy and protect the public from arsenic emissions. In 1986
was a major source of relatively well-paid employment. Asarco closed the smelter.
Jobsin-the-smelter were unionized (first by the Western

rederation of Miners, then by th
Workers and then 1n the

-
I

e Mine, Mill & Smelter
0’s. by the Steelworkers).

For 20 vears the community, the region a hos

of local and federal agencies have struggled with the
economic, legal and public health im
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By Gaylen Prescott Rapid Response effort is the political tool we are using
to repair our broken political system; we simply inform

Let me say first what a pleasure it is to a part of Direc-
tor Bond's new District 12. From the Desert Southwest to ~ members of current political attacks and opportunities,
the rainforests of Olympics to the Hawaiian Islands and and ask them to take simple steps to make a difference.

the Alaskan frontier, we live in the most beautiful parts Our first goal in District 12 1s to identify those locals
of the world and have some of the brightest union that need to get their Rapid Response programs invigo-

activists 1n the nation. I've had the pleasure of meeting ~ rated, or re-invigorated, and provide them with the nec-
essary assistance to accomplish that goal, whether that -

many new faces in the District and my experience has,
without exception, been exhilarating and energizing. is on-site training, materials, or better communications,
We have all fought to improve the conditions we face we'll get 1t done. Another objective is to establish regu-
lar, pred1ctab[e communications with every local

with our employers. During these collective efforts we
union’s Rapid Response Coordinator concerning their

usually realize that employers have subverted and relied
upor the political apparatus of our government to erect ~ local’s Rapid Response successes, failures, experiences,
and needs.

barners to |
H_UNITED STEELWORKERS frustrate and ofter With the information and activism encouraged via the
e lelle, | se program in District 12, we have, and will

thwart our efforts, ~ Rapid Respon
without regard for ~ continue, to make a difference in securing a better future

the social conse-
quences. The

for ourselves and the generations to come.
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continued from page 1

Volume 4/Issue 4 Labor Day 2006
”ESTEELEKE Sfﬁcial Fublication of District 12
B b nited Steelworkers. Published 1 ] 1
s o fiv% gm es a year and insered 3l d ustra ,' [e g d Cy ) Th er
UNITY AND STRENGTH FOR WORKERS ' Weaw : - .
d ok efforts have encompassed

job retraining, health stud-
1es, public health programs,
D negotiations,

Terry L. Bonds, District Director

UNITED STEELWORKERS
Robert LaVenture P Wl AL
Assistant to the Director £ A P XS ' l.
PRESS AESDE[AT]DN
cLledn-

i

Chris Youngmark .

Political and Legisiative Coordinator enviror menta[ remed-i' aq

Doug Fennell and l ' .l: .
puanning 1ror economc

Organizing Coordinator
development. Workers
health and the health of

3150 Cariisle Blvd., NE, Suite 110

Albuquergue, New Mexico 87110
....005-878-9756

PROME <.evevereenrecerssessearressseesons s

Sub-District Offices persistent worry and inter-

Covina, California ...........cccoeevvicnncnnenne.....626-966-6852 . h ERS IO, _
~ _ilbuquerque, New MeXiCO ...urvrreriecernecan, 505-878-9756 nittent research. | ;_E::.liommencementﬁ,;d _

ubum, Washington ..o, 2b3-351-0511 In_ AUQUS t 20 O 5 ASarCO RSP ST T Bussatat SR RSN

Staff Offices | 3 | : : . .

CONCON, CalfOa v 8257987050 decla ed bankruptcy. Prior to _ Pierce, King, K1tsap and Thurston.

Conguiow, Weshingion g0 570 | the Tiling, Asarco offered free med- The goal of the project is to docu-

Spokane Valley, Washington .................509-922-5411 ical testing to families within the ment the voices, concerns and

AFC-CTO-CLC, Allrights d. N T of thi : : : 2 s ; -

sublication may be reproduced without the writton lead and arsenic contamination have  to terms with their industrial past

consent of District 12. . been tracked far beyond the Super- and assess the possibilities for a sus-
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September 2006 Advocacy for the Community of Ruston, Washington
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August 28, 1936. Flaming slag from the ASARC

smelter stretches along the shoreline of Commence-

‘ment Bay. Tacoma Public Library Collection.

COUNCIL BULLETS

Tuesday Sept 05 Council Meeting
Tuesday, Sept 12 Planning Commission
Monday, Sept 18 Council Meeting
Tuesday, Sept 19 Planning Commission
Tuesday, Sept 26 Planning Commission

meetngs at Ruston School. 7 i

f
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YOUR REPRESENTATIVES

MAYOR:  Michael Transue 756-8943
COUNCIL: Del Brewer 752-5902
| Bob Everding 761-8455
Mary joyce 759-0536

Bob Pudlo 759-7539

Wayne Stebner 752-204]

TOWN HALL 759-3544

5117 N Winnifred Street Open M—F: 9am-5pm

RUSTON POLICE
Emergency (24 hour) - 9t

Non-Emergency Dispatcher 798-472 |

(24 hour) Use dispatcher number to request
Chief Jim Reinhold or a Ruston police officer

contact you for urgent non-emergency reasons
761-0272

Use this number to speak with an officer during

Police Business Office

Monday-Friday business hours or to leave a

message. Messages may be checked at irregular

intervals during weekend and night hours.
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HEY, RUSTON,WE’RE BEING DOCUMENTED!

We know we are one of the nation’s largest Superfund sites. Yet many of us have

not realized until now that Ruston is being watched with interest by other cities

and organizations across the U.S. Our clean-up and remediation, our complex
legal, economic, and health issues, and our inseparable history with ASARCO, is

helping other cities and towns going through similar experiences.

Evergreen State College professors Anne Fischel and Lin Nelson have embarked
on a several years project called, ‘No Borders: Communities Living and Working
with Asarco. They are
conducting oral history
Interviews with former
smelter workers and
community residents.
They are talking with
public health and
environmental agencies,
municipal officials, union
representatives and state
legislators.

Although they are
also studying Asarco
communities in other

states, Anne and Lin will  Professors Lin Nelson and Anne Fischel from Ever-
be focusing on Ruston. green State College collaborate on their study of

In the next year short ASARCO and Ruston.

articles and video segments will be produced and within two years a book and
film are expected. Their goal: to document the voices, concerns, and lessons of
communities as they come to terms with their industrial past.

Call or email:  Anne: 360.867.6416 fischela@evergreen.edu
Lin: 360.867.6056 nelsonl@eversreen.edy
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- THE EPA & ASARCO

On August 16 the EPA approved MC Constructions proposal to do the remaining
cleanup on the ASARCO site. Two meetings, sparsely attended by residents, were
presented by the EPA on August 21 at the Ruston School. Many residents have
contacted the RC wondering why they did not receive written notification of the
only planned public hearing. The public has until September 15 to submit written

comments to the Department of Justice on the Consent Decree.

Go to the EPA web site (vosemite.cpa.gov/rl0/cleanup. nst/sites/asarco) to

T T T FR ELrmom R e e ————— .- - LR L e R

view the slides that were presented at the meetings. Written comments will be

accepted through September 15, 2006. Send comments to:

Assistant Attorney General Environment and Natural Resources Division

PO. Box 761 | |
U.S. Department of JusticeWashington, D.C. 20044-761 |

Be sure to refer to the name and number of the proposed Consent Decree
Second Amendment:

United States v. Aszrco, Inc. Civil Action No. C91-5528B
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THE R.C.WONDERS...

» whether developer Mike Cohen will honor
the long time plans for a public park on top

of ASARCO’s on site containment facility or
make it the property of a future condominium

homeowners’ association, instead?

» about reports last month from amused residents;

they described a Council member in his pajamas
rushing into his car to track down two volunteers

further down the street and protest their
distributing ‘Get Our School Back’ flyers;
» whatever happened to the search committee and

Request for Proposal promised by the Mayor

~ to the Council and citizens to hire a new Town
attorney? It’s been a few months and the last time
he agreed to do it was August 19 when he told a
group of citizens he was about to send it out;

b ditto’ the fire department services task force that
the mayor agreed to appoint? |
» has the Unicorn Bar ‘good neighbor’ agreement
‘materialized? Residents on 49th Street have
asked repeatedly since June.

# why the 60 feet wide view corridor, which is

required by the Master Development Plan,
appears nowhere on the Stack Hill Conceptual

Site Development Plan by ESM Engineers for
MC Construction?

EDITORS’NOTE:

Yes, even editors take vacations. It was a lovely, lazy

August but we're back on the job, again and happy
to resume providing advocacy for our community!

;Virginia, Sue, Sally & Jane

The Ruston Connection is an ady&-;;acy for the
community of Ruston, Washington. The newsletter

is published monthly and delivered door-to-door by
volunteer community members. Our goal is to keep
residents informed as to what is happening in our town
and to build a sense of community. Virginia Carpic and
Sue Hines, co-editors; Sally Everding, layout design,

and printing compliments of Jane Hunt. If you can give
1/2 hour around the |st of each month to deliver the
newsletter to houses on your street or a hearby street,

please let us know.

~ If you have information appropriate
for this publication, please email ]

news(@rustonconnection.org | |
or call Virginia at (253) 212-1658

For the latest local information or to submit an article:
WWW.RUSTONCONNECTION.ORG
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Ruston’s Comprehensive Plan requires a view corridor 60 feet wide across
Stack Hill (see dotted lines) to preserve the view of residents living on streets
such as N. Highland, 50", and Winnifred Streets in southwest Ruston.The con-

cept drawing submitted by MC Construction for approval by the Town does
not preserve the view corridor.

EDITORIAL

In the July 06 issue of the Ruston Connection we published statements made to

the public by Mike Cohen of MC Construction regarding his plans to develop the
Asarco site. We checked out what he said against current zoning and land use laws of
Ruston, namely the Town’s Comprehensive Plan, the Master Development Plan and
Ordinance 1002. We also verified our statements with two Planning Commissioners.

We wrote that there were significant discrepancies in Mr Cohen’s statements to the
public regarding height limits, zoning, and the future of Baltimore Street. Mr. Cohen

did not agree and publicly argued that we had misspoken and that much of what we
said was simply untrue in the article. He cited sections of the MDP that backed his

statements.

The R.C. stands by its statements in the July article. We met with Mr. Cohen and
provided him full documentation from the current Comprehensive Plan and Sub
plans substantiating our statements. In addition we pointed out to him that his
material was taken from outdated, superseded parts of the MDP, and was, in one
case, applicable to a different topic, not to the one we were writing about.

Having said that, the R.C. wishes Mr Cohen and his company success with the
project. We want the Asarco land to be developed in a wise, environmentally and

~ visually sensitive manner, and with respect for the land use and zoning ordinances

of Ruston. We would like a full and open public process to be observed when
amendments are requested, as they are sure to be. Bottom hne is: Whatever MG

Construction builds will be with us permanently.

We hope to interview Mr. Cohen for a future RC article and offer him the
opportunity to present to our readership his plan for the future of the ASARCO site.

—Virginia Carmio, Co-Edite:

L
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Looking at Asarco-Impacted Communities: Past, Present and Future

You might have noticed us. We're occasional visitors to town meet-
ings and community events. We're learning how Ruston is dealing
with challenges that may define its future-- like the clean-up and
development of the former Asarco site, and the role that town gov-
ernment, state and federal agencies
and local citizens play in this process.

We are looking closely at communi-
ties that had long-standing relation-
ships with Asarco and now confront
significant questions about jobs,
health, economic development, qual-
ity of life, and community identity.
Ruston plays an important part in this
national story. Asarco was a central
feature of Ruston’s life and economy
for almost 100 years before the com-
munity was declared one of the first
and largest Superfund sites. In our
work we have learned to appreciate
the many Ruston residents who are
working hard to honor community
history and memory, while creating
new opportunities for the future.

Evergreen College professors Anne Fischel (behind the
camera) and Lin Nelson document Ruston’s Asarco history

in an interview with retired, long time smelter employee
Charles O'Donochue.

Asarco still figures on the radar screen of almost 100 U.S. commu- Wed 10v¢ to talk to you.

nities. Now part of Grupo Mexico, Asarco’s bankruptcy will set

precedents for corporate relationships to workers and communities Lin Nelson

Spring Training with Yoga
Spring is the season of renewal and that can extend to more than housecleaning and flower
beds. How about yoga? Some of us think we're too old or inflexible; others gave it up when they

retired their earth shoes. Here are some reasons to reconsider:

I Yogais cheap. Classes are affordable. All you need are stretchy clothes and a yoga mat - no
equipment.

2 Anyone can practice yoga. You don’t have to be a rubber band to get a great workout from
yoga poses. They range from easy to the Cirque d’Soleil level. You decide.

3 Yoga is a totally benign form of exercise. You won’t get tennis elbow.

TI'practice yoga exclusively now. After years of bone-jarring, aerobic exercise I began to develop
a bulging disc in my back. I considered everything to alleviate the pain: physical therapy, deep

tissue massage, even surgery.

Then I read a UW medical school study about the most effective treatments for back injury and
disc diseases. It concluded that exercises such as yoga, combined with heat, were the only treat-
ments that provided real clinical benefits. I have been back pain free since I started yoga.

A couple of places you might want to check out:

» Franke Tobey Jones, next to Point Defiance Park, offers yoga for seniors (55+) at $25/mo (or

$35 per couple).

» Bikram (hot) Yoga Center, 6" Ave, next to Sushi Tama) offers a $19 introductory for a
couple of weeks of unlimited classes. This yoga is practiced in 90 minute sessions in a 110
degree room. Goodbye, Toxins! Hello, Well Being!

- Lisa Mows

Anne Fischel fischela@evergreen.edu
nelsonl@evergreen.edu

for years to come. Last summer we visited Hayden Arizona, site of
the only operating Asarco smelter in the U.S. and El Paso, Texas,
where Asarco’s application to reopen its decommissioned plant has
been greeted with controversy. Everywhere, people asked about

Ruston. They talked about.their shared
industrial history and asked about

the transformation of the former
Asarco site. They wondered what the
future holds for Ruston. They asked
how folks in our region deal with the
challenges of health, work, environ-
ment and community. Hayden and El
Paso are struggling with public health
impacts that have damaged workers,
families and entire communities. In
many ways the process Ruston is going
through now offers a potential model
and a mirror for the communities we
are getting to know.

Our goal is to produce a documentary
film and co-authored book. We are
still in the early stages of this process.
So when you see us, stop and say hello.

360-867-6416
360-867-6056

My Easter Miracle

- I was off to Bainbridge Island to have

dinner with my brother’s family. [ was
reflecting on the beauty of Easter and
the luxury of celebrating it with my
loved ones.

Heading south on Winnifred Street at
the intersection of North 52nd, I was
suddenly conscious of an orange flash
coming nonstop from my right side.
Someone’s preteen son was coasting,
carefree, across the intersection on his
bike. He looked up, so surprised when
he saw me. I hit my brakes, a panicked

stop.

[ missed this boy by less than 3 feet. He
did not stop or slow down but contin-
ued on his way with a wave. My Easter
miracle was that I did not kill or maim
someone’s precious child that morn-

ing. Thank You, God.
— Sherri Forch
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Arsenic Levels from Stack Hill Excavations Trigger More Complaints to EPA

Increasing dissatisfaction with the EPA has led 49" Street residents  making strong and successful efforts to adequately control the

Michael and Tiffany Tallman to ratchet up their complaints to
include legislators Maria Cantwell, Patty Murray and Norm Dicks.

The Tallman’s say that developer Mike Cohen is not doing enough
to control the spread of soil from Stack Hill. In their opinion the
EPA’s contract employee, White Shield, Inc., is doing spotty and

inconsistent monitoring. White Shield was hired to make sure that
watering down the soil is done where heavy machinery is operat-
Ing.

They feel that the EPA’s Asarco site manager, Kevin Rochlin, is not
being responsive to them. Mr. Tallman told the R.C. that the EPA

has not provided him with remediation data of Stack Hill, which
he has requested repeatedly. He doubts it exists.

The Tallman’s have lived in their house since 1988. Mr. Tallman
stated that his property was remediated in 1994 to state maximum

tolerance levels of 20 parts per million (ppm) of arsenic; but over
the past 12 years.it has increased to 209 ppm. This edges close to
the maximum amount of 230 ppm of arsenic contamination set by

the EPA. |
Mike Cohen stated to the R.C. that he “"honestly believes [he] is

s Hoe Ly

mm——iu_—_mh_—-bm_m

- — —
'The RC Cooks: Happy Spring Italian Sausage Soup

! "The flavor of this simple, Sicilian-style soup is rich and complex and the aroma is just heavenlly; Takes an hour or so. I keep the sau-

' sage and spinach in my freezer so I can make it up on a whim.

1 teaspoon olive oil

I'Ib sweet Italian sausage, casings removed
1 lg onion, %" diced

| Fennel seeds if needed*

3 med carrots, thinly sliced

[T STEE AR

» Add fresh olive oil & reheat.

dust.” He did not respond to our question, would he agree to meet
with the Tallman’s? The Tallman’s have repeatedly asked for a

meeting with Mr. Cohen with no success.

The EPA told the R.C. that Mr. Rochlin has been on family leave
and is expected back soon. In the meantime the Tallman’s are
caught between a developer not wanting to meet with them and an

EPA site manager who is not available.

.......

grTe

-

....................

N

' ' truck nowhere near.

If you buy sausage without fennel seeds add about 1/8 tsp crushed seeds to the meat as you brown it.* ' I

» Heat oil in large pot. Add sausage, brown about 10 min. Break up meat as it |
cooks. Drain meat in colander. Wipe out pan.

| 2 med ribs celery w/leaves, thinly sliced » Chunk the onion, carrot, celery & zucchini and run through food processor, |

1 good size zucchini
| 1can (28 oz) crushed tomatoes w/juice

pulse 10-12 times; add to pan & sauté about 5 minutes. |

5 cups low-sodium chicken broth | » Add the't:ook.ed sausage, tomatoes, broth, spinach and sugar. Bring to a boil

| % bag frozen, chopped spinach -
| 1 teaspoon sugar
| % cup orzo pasta
Salt, freshly ground pepper to taste
Y cup freshly grated Romano cheese, garnish

over medium heat. Reduce heat & cover at a steady simmer for 20 minutes. |

» Add orzo pasta, salt & pepper, cook until al dente, about 10 minutes. Serve |
in heated bowls with grated cheese.

— Sherri Forch | ]
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