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Carbon concentrations going up

Source: : http://www.esrl.noaa.gov/gmd/ccgg/trends/

http://www.esrl.noaa.gov/gmd/ccgg/trends/


Arrhenius (Swedish chemist), 1896 













The way to get less pollution

is to make polluting expensive.
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Carbon tax revenues Tax cuts

Cumulative BC Carbon Tax Revenues and Tax Cuts 
2008 – 2014

$5.0 Bn

$5.7 Bn

$ 3112 M Business Tax Cuts

$ 1221 M Personal Income Tax Cuts

$ 997 M Low Income Tax Credit

$ 108 M Other Personal Tax Cuts

$ 221 M Rural/Northern Benefit

Source: BC Budgets 2008-2013
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CarbonWA strategy

• Bipartisan climate action.

• Filed Initiative to the Legislature I-732, needed 
to collect 320,000 signatures by Dec 2015.

• The Jan 2016 legislature has to either pass it or 
put it on the Nov 2016 ballot. 

• We collected 362,000 signatures.  







carbon.cs.washington.edu



Bipartisan support

• We have letters of support from economists 
around the state and are building support from 
across the political spectrum.

• Seattle Times, Dec 21: “A revenue-neutral 
approach... would be both less financially risky 
and more politically viable...”

• Endorsements: Seattle Business (“a carbon tax 
works—and Washington should implement 
one”), Olympian, Spokane Spokesman Review.





Engagement opportunities

• Alliance for Jobs and Clean Energy 
(www.jobscleanenergyWA.com)

• Carbon Washington (www.carbonWA.org)

• Sightline Institute (www.sightline.org)

http://www.jobscleanenergyWA.com
http://www.carbonWA.org
http://www.sightline.org


Tax system impacts on income
Source: Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy, Who Pays? (2015)
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CarbonWA for married couple, 1 kid 
Based on Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy, Who Pays? (2015)

9.9%

($545)

9.9%

($826)



Let’s take a swing at the ball!

Yoram Bauman PhD

www.CarbonWA.org

http://www.CarbonWA.org

