
UB Summer Learning Institute Thursday, July 1, 2010 
 
Do Now Assignment: 

With a partner or a small group of three you will all read each of the thesis statements.  Then   
you will all write down if you believe the thesis statement is weak or strong and give your 
reasons why.  You will complete this assignment in your notebooks. 

Prompt: Compare and contrast the reasons why the North and South fought the Civil War 
during the 19th century in America.  

The North and South fought the Civil War for many reasons, some of which were the same and 
some different. 

While both sides fought the Civil War over the issue of slavery, the North fought for moral 
reasons while the South fought to preserve its own institutions. 

While both Northerners and Southerners believed they fought against tyranny and oppression, 
Northerners focused on the oppression of slaves while Southerners defended their own right to 
self-government. 

Key: 

This weak thesis restates the question without providing any additional information. You will 
expand on this new information in the body of the essay, but it is important that the reader know 
where you are heading. A reader of this weak thesis might think, "What reasons? How are they 
the same? How are they different?" Ask yourself these same questions and begin to compare 
Northern and Southern attitudes (perhaps you first think, "The South believed slavery was right, 
and the North thought slavery was wrong"). Now, push your comparison toward an 
interpretation—why did one side think slavery was right and the other side think it was wrong? 
You look again at the evidence, and you decide that you are going to argue that the North 
believed slavery was immoral while the South believed it upheld the Southern way of life. You 
write: 

The North and South fought the Civil War for many reasons, some of which were the same and 
some different. 

Now you have a working thesis! Included in this working thesis is a reason for the war and some 
idea of how the two sides disagreed over this reason. As you write the essay, you will probably 
begin to characterize these differences more precisely, and your working thesis may start to 
seem too vague. Maybe you decide that both sides fought for moral reasons, and that they just 
focused on different moral issues. You end up revising the working thesis into a final thesis that 
really captures the argument in your paper: 

While both sides fought the Civil War over the issue of slavery, the North fought for moral 
reasons while the South fought to preserve its own institutions. 

While both Northerners and Southerners believed they fought against tyranny and oppression, 
Northerners focused on the oppression of slaves while Southerners defended their own right to 
self-government. 



Directions: You will create a thesis statement that describes your understanding of how 
science and culture has shaped your identity and how it will influence your future. 

Assignment: 

 
Thesis statements must include the following: 

- One or two sentences 
- Clear direct statement 
- Presents their understanding of how science and culture has shaped their identity and 

how it will influence their future. 
 
 
In addition to the thesis statement, you will be completing the PIE graphic organizer in order to 
organize your essay. 
 
PIE (point, illustrate, and explain):   
You will complete the following areas of the PIE graphic organizer: topic branches and their 
respective PIE branches. 
 
The topic branches will include: 

- Biologically (Genetic make-up of a human, incorporating what you learn in science class) 
- Culturally (Your culture that may include family background, ethnicity, etc.) 
- Internally (Your values and beliefs of who you are and why you are) 
- History/Experiences (What you or your ancestors have been through and its impact on 

you) 
 
You will need to write statements as to how each topic or PIE branch contributes to the essay. 

- P (point) – what is the reason you are including the topic in your essay 
- I (illustrate) – give details and/or  examples of the topic 
- E (explain) – describe why the topic is important to the essay 

 

You will match their topics with resource areas that are required in the essay description.  For 
example: 

Culturally - Native Culture (Little Shell Chippewa) -> Culture Lectures, Personal and Family 
Experiences, Current Events, Historical Events, Family, Community, Options for Calling and 
Vocation 



Reflection Question: 
 
Directions: In your writing journal please reflect on the following question.  Be sure to complete 
all sections of the question. 
 

After today’s lesson what have you learned that will be helpful in completing your essay and 
what are any questions or concerns you have for your essay? 

 


