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Mission: The Washington Consortinm for the Liberal Arts (WaClL.A) is an association of Washington
state public and private higher education institutions, organizations and individuals promoting the value of a
liberal arts education to the people and communities of the state.

On July 19, 2012, over 65 participants from 40 institutions and organizations from across
Washington State came together for an inaugural meeting to determine whether there is
interest in a collective approach to promoting the value of a liberal arts education. By the end
of this meeting, it was agreed that a group should be formed to undertake a variety of projects
intended to create a positive change in the public dialogue about liberal education in the State
and nationally. Further deliberation throughout the summer resulted in the name and mission

statement reflected above.

In its first year, WaCLA formed a steering committee, created and ran an undergraduate
student essay contest on the value of a liberal arts education and a WaCLA logo contest for
undergraduate graphic design programs (resulting in the logo used on this site). Additionally,
WaCLA has attempted to reach a broader constituency by publishing op-ed pieces across the
state. Some of these pieces have introduced the winners of our first annual essay contest,
have made the case for the compatibility of STEM and non-STEM disciplines, and have
articulated the societal value of the humanities. Collectively, the goal has been to demonstrate
the importance and vibrancy of the liberal arts.

Projects currently underway for 13-14 include conducting liberal arts essay contests for
undergraduates and high school seniors; and the possibility of co-hosting, along with the
Association of American Colleges & Universities, an employer-educator forum this spring

(check back soon for more details!).

Annual Membership Dues for 2013 and 2014: $500 for academic institutions with enrollment
greater than 1,500; $250 for academic institutions with enrollment less than 1,500; $500 for
non-academic organizations; $250 for academic consortia (e.g., COP, ICW). The Evergreen
State College has agreed to serve as the fiscal agent for WaCLA.



